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ETCE  ERA 

 
 
 
 
 
The Season of Epiphany (after Christmastime and before Lent) is about God’s all
truth, all
green, the color of growth in discipleship and in mission. During this season of the Church, 
we are reminded by the leading of a star that Christ is for all peoples. We are also reminded 
of the purpose of Christ to transform our hearts, minds and lives according to his reconciling 
love. Our faith in Jesus Christ changes us and is the basis of our relationship with Almighty 
God. Saved, redeemed, freed and changed by our Lord Jesus Christ, we live his love in our 
daily lives as his disciples 
to the entire world through good words and actions. Reconciled to God in Christ Jesus by the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, we seek to extend his reconciling love to one another and 
to all people everywhere.

Sundays in February 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday – February 1 
In an effort to help support the Ascension Food Ministry, we are asking  
members to bring in cans of soup, canned goods and other non-perishable 
items to help replenish the food pantry.  Monetary donations will also be  
accepted to help this worthwhile effort. 

Scout Sunday – February 8 
Adoration Lutheran Church is the “chartered organization” for Cub Scout Pack 
501 and Boy Scout Troop 501.  This means we are the official sponsor          
organization for this Pack and Troop.  In celebration of this important  
partnership, we will observe Scout Sunday.  It is one Sunday each year that 
celebrates the contributions of Scouting to society, because of its ongoing work 

  to develop youth with strong life skills and strong ethical character.  

Lovingkindness Sunday – February 15 
Congregational members are asked to go out into the community and perform 
“acts of kindness”.  This is an unexpected way to give back to our community, 
and promote  Adoration Lutheran Church as a caring congregation of Christ. 

                New Member Sunday – February 22 
On this special morning, we extend a warm welcome to individuals and 
families who will be joining our family of Christian faith.   
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JESUS, HELP US! 
 

The Season of Lent is an annual time of intensified reflection and repentance.  It is a time to recognize 
our poverty of spirit and seek the riches of God’s grace through more dedicated devotional reading, 
prayer and contemplation. 
 

To that end, here is a wonderful prayer from an old prayer booklet published by the Sacred Heart  
Monastery in nearby Hales Corners: 
 

In every need let me come to You with humble trust, saying: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

In all my doubts, perplexities, and temptations: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

In hours of loneliness, weariness, and trials: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

In the occasional failure of my hopes and plans, in disappointments,  
   troubles, and sorrows: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

When others betray me, and Your grace alone can assist me: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

When I throw myself on Your mercy and love as my Savior: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

When my heart is cast down by frustration at seeing no good come  
   from my efforts: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

When I feel impatient, and my cross irritates me: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

When I am ill, and my head and hands cannot work, and I am lonely: 
 Jesus, help me! 
 

Always, always, in spite of weaknesses, falls, and shortcomings of  
   every kind: 
 My Lord Jesus Christ, help me and forever guide me. Amen. 
  

During Lent we have extra permission to be open about our spiritual poverty and our need for the Lord.  
Our Lord Jesus constantly talked about the “poor ones” and we know that he would have spoken mainly 
in Aramaic.  (Jesus was multilingual, being able to speak in Hebrew and Latin, but most especially in 
the common languages of Aramaic and Greek).  So in the language of Aramaic, the word for “poor 
ones” would have been anawim, and anawim refers to the socially and spiritually poor as well as to the 
materially poor.  Therefore, when Jesus talked about the poor ones, he was also addressing those who 
were socially marginalized and those who were spiritually downcast within themselves.    
 

Specifically concerning spiritual poverty, Lent offers us permission to recognize our own anawim-ness.  
In other words, Lent gives us space to grieve the losses of life.  During Lent we recognize that our lives 
in this world are dust, and that God is our one and only True Rock.   
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LENT begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18 this year. Christians have observed this 

season of the church year since the fourth century. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, 

penitence and spiritual renewal before Easter.  

 

During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders their relationship with God. 

Others do something extra for their spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is 

to make Lent a memorable season of sincere spiritual growth — a time that can set the 

tone for the rest of the year.  
 
Join us for a special worship service on Ash Wednesday, February 18 at 6:15 pm as we begin our 
Lenten journey. 

 
 

 
Did you know that church articles, bible study information, newsletters, Pastor 
Tim’s sermons, Meru updates and worship information are all available on our  
website?  Simply go to adorationlc.org and click on the tab at the top of the page 
that you are interested in.  You will be automatically directed to the section you 
are interested in. 

ADORATIONLC.ORG 

When you go through major transitions in life, it is okay to be sad.  When you face depressing  
circumstances, it is okay to feel depressed.  But the good news is that Jesus Christ gives us a new 
birth into a living hope where we can find release, recovery, freedom and God’s unmerited favor: 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.” – (Jesus declaring the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies of Isaiah in Luke 4) 

 

Apart from Christ, we are held captive by the unholy trinity of sin, death and the devil.  In other words, 
we are held hostage by sinfulness, spiritual death and evil.  However, through the most precious  
sacrificial offering of love in Jesus Christ, we are ransomed, rescued, saved and redeemed by God’s 
grace for a life of Christian joy and good works.   
 

“God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one an-
other.” – (First John 4:9-11) 

 

Blessed Lent to all of you!    

Pastor Tim 
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Here are some of the items discussed at the January Church Council meeting: 
 
 We are in need of Acolytes, Communion Assistants and Greeters. 

 Possibility of rummage sale in June will be addressed at the January Evangelism meeting. 

 Bids for the sound system are forthcoming. 

 February 22, 2015 is Welcoming Sunday for new members. 

 Approval of 2015 budget to be presented on January 18, 2015. 

 Next council meeting is Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 6:00 PM. 

 

For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes 
posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.  The 

contact information for Council members can be found on a board  in the entryway at church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEFITS OF VOLUNTEERING 

 

 Research shows that volunteering leads to better health and volunteers are the most 
likely to receive physical and mental health benefits from their volunteer activities. 

 
 It gives you the ability to learn and develop skills that you might not normally get the 

chance to experience. 
 
 Builds self-esteem and self-confidence. 
 
 Allows you to meet new people. 
 
We have many great opportunities to volunteer your time and talent right here at Adoration.  
Here are a few suggestions: 
 
 Serve on a committee 
 Volunteer as a worship assistant 
 Participate in spring and fall clean-up of the church building and grounds 
 Help with maintaining of the church grounds, (lawn mowing, snow shoveling) 
 Get involved with VBS, the church picnic, the rummage sale, book sale, bake cookies 

for our cookie sale... 
 Help in the church office, help with bulk mailings, recycling... 
 

Whatever your passion, however you get involved,  
volunteering offers a way to have a real and lasting impact! 

YOU can make 
a Difference! 
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Have you moved or are you planning 
on moving?  PLEASE notify the 
church office if you have an address 
change. This will allow for accurate 
church records and also will save the 
church returned postage.  Thank you! 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2/1   Roxanne Wolfgram 
2/1 Corina Worzolla 
2/2 Kylie Pettke 
2/5 Pierce Kuzminski 
2/6 Lauren Bednar 
2/6 Anneliese Ward 
2/7 Wesley Zagorski 
2/8 Camden Kujawa 
2/10 Mark Bradford 
2/10 Ted Lazaris 
2/10 Edward Sheehy 
2/12 Welton Dye 
2/12 Caroline Schwoch 
2/14 Jennine Dichard 
2/14 Edward Souders 
2/15 Jenna Young 
2/16 Don Laude 
2/16 Alissa Voegeli 
2/16  Alexandra Willms 
2/18 Kelly Kuzminski 
2/18 Jamie Smith 
2/19 Ingrid Lakich 
2/19 Marion Wanta 
2/20 Jenna Bednar 
2/20 Rich Zanon 
2/22 Sandy Young 
2/23 Todd Fisher 
2/23 Tom Nowakowski 
2/24 Mark Glisch 
2/25  Jeff Faltersack 
2/26 Ashtin Kerlin 
2/27 Craig Beyler 
2/28 Russell Schwoch 

2/11 Tom and Nancy Czarapata 
2/15 Jeff and Brenda Schneider 
2/22 Myron and Lori Wargolet 
2/29 Ryan and Elizabeth Hutchins 

 
 
To our AAA Members for putting  
their faith into action by providing 
dinner at Divine Intervention during 
the month of February. 

 
 What did Jesus say  
 his  earthly mission  
 Was all about? 
 

A. Doing his own will  
B. Doing God’s will  
C. Doing the will of the people  
D. All of the above  
 
Answer: (See John 5:30) 

Youth & Family Fun 
We are heading to Sunburst Winter Sports Park on Saturday, February 21  
for a day of tubing, skiing and snowboarding.  All are welcome to come join 
in this wintertime fun and fellowship.  We will meet at church at 8:00 AM 
to carpool and we should return back around 6:30 PM. www.skisunburst.com  

ATTENTION:   
Thrivent Members 

The deadline for designating your 
Choice Dollars is March 31.  

Eligible Thrivent members are 
designated choice dollars, based on 
insurance premiums, contract values 
and Thrivent Financial volunteer 
leadership.  Members can direct their 
choice dollars to thousands of non-
profit organizations nationwide, 
including Adoration Lutheran Church.  
Designation does not carry over and 
must be specified each year. If you 
have not already designated your 
choice dollars, we hope you would 
consider directing yours to Adoration. 
To date Adoration has received $219 in 
Choice Dollars.  Designation forms are 
available in the church office or you 
can complete the process online at 
www.Thrivent.com.  

AAA NEWS 

We have several fun events coming up 
in the next few months. Check the AAA 
2015 Activity Sheet on the kiosk for a list 
of events and person in charge. All adult 
members are invited to join us for 
fellowship and fun. 

Remember that we are continuing to 
collect books for our Meru book sale 
and Ellsworth Correctional Center 
for Women.  We have a 
collection bin in the coat 
room for your book  
donations.   

http://www.Thrivent.com


SOUTHWEST INTERFAITH  
 

SW Neighborhood Outreach Program is a non-profit organization for 
older adults over the age of 60.  Their mission is to link older adults 
with a caring community.  Volunteers provide, at no charge, rides to 
doctor appointments, shopping, and other transportation needs. Other 
services include minor household repairs and assistance with bills and 
paperwork.  Although there is no charge for these services, individual 
donations play an integral part in running the program. 

Volunteers are always welcome. 
 

Winter Fundraiser  
To help support SW Interfaith with their fundraiser, Boston 
Store Community booklets will be available to see and buy each 
Sunday in February.  The booklets cost $5.00 each.  All the  
proceeds benefit SWI.   The booklet contains a $10 coupon plus 
many great buys for your spring needs.  See Judy Goodwin, our 
SWI Representative if you are interested in looking at or  
purchasing a book. 

Year to Date  
Offerings of $ 41.00   
Thank you! 
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ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
God’s work. Our hands. 

 

God richly provides for our daily bread–  
The earth can produce enough to feed everyone.  
Yet many still go hungry.  Working alongside 
other organizations, ELCA World Hunger has 
already had a huge collective impact on hunger 
worldwide.  But the rate of global progress against 
hunger is slowing in many of the world’s poorest 
communities.  And here in the U.S., one in six 
Americans aren’t always sure where their next 
meal is coming from.  Many are forced to choose 
between paying for food and other basic necessi-
ties.  There is more work to do here at home and 
around the world.  And God invites us to partici-
pate and lead in this effort. 

News & Notes 

REPAIRERS OF THE BREACH 
A daytime shelter and resource center for the homeless and in severe 
hardship. 
 

We are happy to help support Repairers of the Breach shelter this 
winter with a collection of items for men and women.  Following is a 
list of items in need: Jackets, sweatshirts with hoods, sweatpants, long 
underwear, scarves, gloves, hats, shoes and boots, also clean blankets 
and sleeping bags.  New or gently used donations are greatly 
appreciated.  Donations can be brought into church until February 15.  
A collection box is located in the front entryway of church. 
 

Thank you for helping to support this outreach mission.   

ASCENSION FOOD MINISTRY 
Your consistent donations of food items to our 
shopping cart are helping to keep the food 
pantry well supplied. Thank you for your 
generous hearts.  Also a special thank you to 
Ted & Mardy Lazaris for delivering our food 
gifts each month. 

YOU’RE INVITED 
 

To a financial event held at Adoration Lutheran Church hosted by Thrivent Financial representative 
Ryan VanDeLoo. 
 
Join us on Sunday, February 15 at 10:15 AM  following worship.  The presentation will focus on 
charitable planning.  Give Now, Give Later, Give and Receive. 
 
Please add your name to the sign-up sheet posted in the gathering space if you are attending.   
Refreshments will be served. 
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Memo from Meru and Mulala 
 

When I write this article, I usually focus on Mulala and our partnership with them.   However, I would like for 

you to know that the Meru Committee is composed of people from many churches in our Synod and they do 

not all have parish to  parish partnerships but do other things to help the people in the Diocese. 
  
You all know about the coffee project which has been so successful and pays the coffee farmers a fair price for 

their coffee.   There is also a farm project and they raise baby coffee plants, banana plants etc.  that farmers 

may purchase.    In addition for the past few years there is a poultry project and they sell eggs and chickens to 

the local hotels.  We have often sent money for hunger relief or people would have died.   

  
We have often sent money for hunger relief to help save people’s lives.  Many people raise goats for milk and 

we have also sponsored a goat project in which a goat is purchased by someone and given to a family for 

milk.   The first born kid from this goat has to be given to another family and this has been a successful pro-

ject.  The going price for a goat is $150. 
  
The Bishop has asked for a fund for pastors and teachers who need further education and we have sent money 

for that and also have sponsored a medical student and now have a nursing program as well. 
  
Of course there are many needs at the hospital and we have sent a number of shipping containers over there 

with many medical supplies including an x-ray machine and ultrasound machine.   We are now again working 

with Global Health  Missions in Minnesota to send another container at the cost of about $1,200.   We have 

fund raised to add a maternity wing to the hospital that is now completed.   
  
The next big project is to dig a well in the town of Kikwe that will provide water to 3 villages.   The money has 

been raised and the company selected and hopefully the equipment will be there before the rains in 

March.  Lack of drinkable water is a really big problem.   
  
Hopefully in June, there will be a delegation of about 6 people coming to visit us.   In a true partnership there 

are visits both ways.   Bishop Akyoo will be coming probably the  last time before he retires in 2016.  LoeRose 

Mbise, the General Secretary will be coming so many of us can meet her, and Emil Nanyaro who has been "Mr. 

Coffee" in Tanzania,  as he is now retired and we would like to celebrate with him.   The remaining people will 

be chosen by the Bishop.   This delegation will not include people who are sponsored by their parish partner, 

but just those the Bishop feels will benefit most from this visit.   
  
To me, still the greatest accomplishment of this partnership has been to connect us as brothers and sisters in 

Christ and give support and hope to these amazing people.   Our benefit is being blessed by their love and pray-

ers.   Going there is a life changing experience and if you have been there once, you will not be happy till you 

are able to return---5 times is not enough for me and I keep praying that God will give me one more opportunity 

to see the friends I love like family.   They have a saying that is tutuonana mbiguni which means we will meet 

again in heaven, but I hope I don't have to wait that long. 
  
Sandy Ringwall   

New to our Cross Wall 
 

Thank you to Gloria Becker for her gift of two crosses while traveling to Costa Rica. 
   

 A wooden cross was purchased at a church gift shop in the capitol city of San Jose, Costa Rica.  Costa Rica is very 
proud of the many types of trees which produce wood products in their tiny country.  Many touristy items for sale, 
such as bowls, trays, crosses, jewelry, etc are made of a variety of these woods.  This cross is made from the  
following woods (from dark to light), Rosewood, Monkey Pod, Guapinal wood, Tigerwood, Spanish Cedar, Mora 
Wood, and Teak. 
 

A colorful cross was purchased in the city of Sarapiqui, Costa Rica.  This city is in the north central part of  
Costa Rica.  The town rests alongside the Tirimbina Tropical Rain Forest.  It is likely to be sunny and clear and then 

 suddenly sunny and rainy within a matter of seconds.  The land is a beautiful lush variety of vegetation.  The cross 
 was purchased from some local crafters along the Sarapiqui River (known for wonderful white water rafting and  
 zip lining).  It is typical of the bright colored artwork of this crafters. 
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