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The Season of LENT 

LENT begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10 this year.  
Christians have observed this season of the church year since the 
fourth century.  It’s traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and 
spiritual renewal before Easter.  
 
Join us for a special worship service on Ash Wednesday, 
February 10 at 6:15 PM as we begin our Lenten journey. 

SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY 
 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday – February 7 
In an effort to help support the Ascension Food Ministry, we are asking members 
to bring in cans of soup, canned goods and other non-perishable items to help 
replenish the food pantry.  Monetary donations will also be accepted to help this 
worthwhile effort. 

 
 

Lovingkindness Sunday – February 14 
Congregational members are asked to go out into the community and perform 
“acts of kindness”.  This is an unexpected way to give back to our community, and 
promote  Adoration Lutheran Church as a caring congregation of Christ. 
 

 

New Member Sunday – February 21 
On this special morning, we extend a warm welcome to individuals and 
families who will be joining our family of Christian faith.   

PASTOR 

Rev. Tim Singleton 
Office: 414-281-0414  
Mobile: 414-345-7368  
Email: adorationpastor@gmail.com  
 
STAFF 

Lori Hamilton .................. Secretary 
Office: 414-281-0414  
Email: adorationelca@hotmail.com  
 
Barb Regent..............Music Director 
Email: regent@execpc.com 
 
Janet McGinty...........Choir Director 
Email: smcginty@wi.rr.com 
 
Gina Alba ........... Interior Custodian 
Email: galba512@yahoo.com 
 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday ........... 9:00-2:00 
 
PASTOR’S NORMAL WEEKDAY 

OFFICE HOURS 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Lent .......................................... Pg 1 

Sundays in February ................ Pg 1 

From the Pastor ..................... Pg 2-3 

Wednesdays of Lent ................ Pg 3 

Church Council Highlights ...... Pg 4 

Stewardship Update ................. Pg 4 

Our Adoration Family.............. Pg 5 

Birthdays & Anniversaries ...... Pg 5 

Social Ministry ........................ Pg 6 

Meru & Mulala ........................ Pg 7 

Thrivent Event ......................... Pg 7 

Kid’s Page.................................Pg 8 

February Calendar ................. Insert 

Worship Assistants ................ Insert 



ETCETERA  …Our Mission Continues 2 

DUST & ASHES 
 

As our congregation’s webmaster for our various internet pages, I make sure to continually maintain new and  
interesting media content for our congregational internet outreach to the public.  And one of the best spiritual  
internet meme’s I’ve seen for Ash Wednesday and Lent is the following: “We are all equal. We came here by  
birth and will leave in death.” 
 
The Church Season of Lent starts on Ash Wednesday when we hear again the words “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.”  And the day we call Ash Wednesday is an annual reminder of our mortality 
in order to encourage us to turn toward God in penitential reflection and prayerful dedication.  In addition, this 
special day begins our annual Lenten journey of spiritual devotion in preparation for the coming of Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday, totaling forty days and six Sundays of Lent (46 days from Ash Wednesday).  And of course, 
the seventh Sunday following Ash Wednesday is Easter Sunday, the Sunday celebrating the Resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I have to say, there’s something compelling about Ash Wednesday, something that draws us for a special    
midweek service every year.  It’s more than just habit or duty, and somehow more than just the beginning of 
Lent, because what we do and what we say on this special Wednesday has power.  With the imposition of ashes 
on our foreheads and the proclamation of solemn words there is GOSPEL POWER for our souls. 
 
 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 
 

There it is…  We are mortal.  We were born.  We will die…  Ashes to ashes and dust to dust…  And as if    
hearing these words were not enough, these words are literally rubbed into our faces!  With an ashen cross 
rubbed upon our foreheads, our mortality is strangely visible for all to see (including for ourselves in the mirror 
when we get home). 
 
Then in our Gospel reading from Matthew 6, we hear Jesus go one step further.  He reminds us that even our 
earthly treasures we work so hard for are destined for dust and ashes.  Moth and rust and thieves can and will 
reduce to dust almost every treasure, accomplishment and goal we hold dear — and all of this seems like bad 
news. 
 
So how is there gospel power here for us on Ash Wednesday?  How is there GOOD NEWS in all this? 
 
To find the good news here, we need to begin with the ancient past, and we Christians hold the following     
conviction from ancient times as firmly as we know the certainty of our own physical death.  And this ancient 
conviction is firstly that we and all things are created by the Infinite, Eternal and Almighty God of all —        
“of all that is, both seen and unseen.”  In other words, the cosmic scrambled eggs of the universe did not just           
unscramble themselves without the cosmic fine-tuning of the Universal Orchestrator.  In fact, every               
cosmological constant, and even the Big Bang itself, needed to be tuned JUST SO for all life to exist.  If       
anything was off by even the infinitesimally smallest degree (including the intensity of the Big Bang itself), 
then we and all life would be impossible.  Therefore, the “dust” of our ancient evolutionary beginnings is not  
a cosmic fluke.  It was and is orchestrated on a razors edge to produce us and all things.  Our lives are gifts 
from God, nothing less.  
 
So, a part of the good news of Ash Wednesday is that our ancient evolutionary dust was molded by the very 
hands of God, and God’s Spirit is that which breathes life into the universe.  God is the awesomely wonderful 
Creator of all that is, and what at first appears to be threatening (the phrase “you are dust”) becomes an         
affirmation of faith.  That is, God our Supreme Maker is with us from eternity, from before even time and space 
came into being at the Big Bang, and this means that our ancient evolutionary dust is a sacred and holy dust.  
And the grace and love present from before the beginning of Creation will see us through our physical           
disintegration and beyond it.  
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WEDNESDAYS OF LENT 
 

Join us each Wednesday evening during Lent for these special worship services.   
Worship begins at 6:15 PM. 

 
 
 

  FEBRUARY 17 
 I. -- The Agony in the Garden 

 
  FEBRUARY 24 
 II. -- The Scourging at the Pillar 

 
  MARCH 2 
 III. -- The Crowning with Thorns 

 
  MARCH 9 
 IV. -- The Carrying of the Cross 

 
  MARCH 16 
 V. -- The Crucifixion of Our Lord 

Lastly, these ashes on Ash Wednesday are not just randomly smeared on our foreheads without design.  They are      
intentionally placed on us in the form of the cross of Christ.  So, with the symbol of the cross of Christ on our 
flesh, we mortals are connected with the ULTIMATE LOVE OF GOD expressed on Good Friday and the       
EVERLASTING LIFE established on Easter Sunday.  On Ash Wednesday, we remember the promise that, as we 
have risen from dust to this mortal life, so too, with Christ Jesus, we shall rise from the dust of death to            
immortally with him!  Yes, to dust we shall return, but to dust WITH Christ Jesus our Lord, and THROUGH this 
dust we shall rise to the life everlasting in Christ. 
 
Therefore, dust and ashes are actually good news for us.  They point us toward the power and love of God, both 
at the beginning of all things and at the end of all things — from the Alpha to the Omega, from everlasting to  
everlasting.  And they remind us that, because of this good news, we are called to self-reflect, repent, and return 
to the Lord in our lives — to return to our risen Lord Jesus in faith and hope.  
 
The call of Ash Wednesday to repent centers on God’s love — the love that is at the heart of the entire Creation 
and that is revealed most fully in the cross and empty tomb of Jesus.  So, remember the good news and the hope 
of these ashes!  Return to the Lord your God in the joy of your salvation, for the Eternal One who created us is 
calling us to himself through his only begotten Son.  To this end, we are given the special gift of Ash Wednesday 
and Lent — a special time to hear God’s call with some real depth and to grow in our affirmative response to this 
call. 
 
Together in Christ,  Pastor Tim 
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Here are some of the items discussed at the January Church Council meeting: 
 

 George Becker sent the Council a letter presenting needed repairs to Adoration Church, both inside and outside.  

Pastor Tim made a motion, seconded by Jim Haas, to have those repairs prioritized so we will be able to determine 

costs.  In addition, Connie Yersin will be asked to determine what deep cleaning needs to be done at Adoration. 
 

 A Missions Summit in June sponsored by Hales Corners Lutheran Church was again shared.  Pastor Tim has already 

signed up. 
 

 Pastor Tim and Hilary offered $100.00 per month toward the increase in the healthcare costs for 2016.  Council  

expressed its appreciation for this gesture. 
 

 Chris Dudzik reported that the Sunday School Christmas presentation was very well received.  They will present a 

play “Three Trees” two weeks before Easter. 
 

 Sunday morning coffee drinkers are reminded to contribute to the coffee fund. 
 

 Mike Roshar made a motion to accept the proposed 2016 budget, seconded by Jim Haas, motion carried. 
 

 Jim Haas read information from Sandy Ringwall, a member of the Meru committee, requesting monetary donations 

to the retirement fund for the bishop who is retiring.  If any individual is interested in donating, please talk to 

Sandy. 
 

 Sue Clark reported that we received a thank you from LSS for gifts, mittens, gloves and hats.  Winter clothing for 

Repairers of the Breach will be focused on now. 
 

 Judy Johnson reported that the AED has been paid out of the memorial funds.  George and Gloria Becker paid for 

the cabinet for it. 
 

 Bob Yersin reported that there is a 9.6% increase in pledges from last year.  Council received a copy of the report 

on every member phone calls. 
 

 Chris Dudzik reported that Rich and Barb Regent have paid for the repairs to the microphone.  Thank you, Rich and 

Barb.  At this time, Chris feels that we do not need a new sound system. 

 
For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes 

posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.   

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Thank you to all the members who have filled out a commitment card and completed a time and talent 
sheet. Stewardship is our response to God’s abundant love—how we care for and share God’s generous 
gifts to us.  Your response of support and participation to the ministry here at Adoration Lutheran Church 
is helpful as the church council plans for next year.  As of the end of the year, 69 pledges totaling $146,330 
have been received.  Our total amount pledged is greater than the amount reported last year at the end of 
the year.  Thank you!   
 

Commitment cards are still available on the table in the narthex.  Place your completed card in the 
offering plate or turn it in at the church office.  Simply Giving forms (electronic giving) are also available 
there. 
 

“Bring the best of the first fruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your God”.  
(Exodus 23:19a) 
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Have you moved or are you planning on 
moving?  PLEASE notify the church office 
if you have an address change. This will 
allow for accurate church records and also 
will save the church returned postage.  
Thank you! 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2/01   Roxanne Wolfgram 
2/01 Corina Worzolla 
2/02 Kylie Pettke 
2/05 Pierce Kuzminski 
2/06 Lauren Bednar 
2/06 Anneliese Ward 
2/07 Wesley Zagorski 
2/08 Camden Kujawa 
2/08 John Sobieski 
2/10 Ted Lazaris 
2/10 Edward Sheehy 
2/12 Welton Dye 
2/12 Tammy Jeske 
2/12 Caroline Schwoch 
2/14 Jennine Dichard 
2/14 Edward Souders 
2/15 Jenna Young 
2/16 Don Laude 
2/16 Alissa Voegeli 
2/16  Alexandra Willms 
2/18 Kelly Kuzminski 
2/18 Jamie Smith 
2/19 Ingrid Lakich 
2/20 Jenna Bednar 
2/20 Rich Zanon 
2/22 Sandy Young 
2/23 Todd Fisher 
2/23 Kanada Gavitt 
2/23 Tom Nowakowski 
2/24 Mark Glisch 
2/25  Jeff Faltersack 
2/26 Ashtin Kerlin 
2/27 Craig Beyler 
2/28 Russell Schwoch 

2/11 Tom and Nancy Czarapata 
2/15 Jeff and Brenda Schneider 
2/22 Myron and Lori Wargolet 

ATTENTION:   
Thrivent Members 

The deadline for designating your 
Choice Dollars is March 31.  

Eligible Thrivent members are 
designated choice dollars, based on 
insurance premiums, contract values 
and Thrivent Financial volunteer 
leadership.  Members can direct their 
choice dollars to thousands of non-
profit organizations nationwide, 
including Adoration Lutheran Church.  
Designation does not carry over and 
must be specified each year. If you 
have not already designated your 
choice dollars, we hope you would 
consider directing yours to Adoration.   
It is simple to do, go to 
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or 
call our local Thrivent Representative, 
Ryan VanDeLoo at 414-856-9900. 

AAA NEWS 

We have several fun events coming up 
in the next few months. Check the AAA 
2016 Activity Sheet on the kiosk for a 
list of events and person in charge. All 
adult members are invited to join us for  
fellowship and fun. 
 

March 1 
Potluck Lunch 12:00 PM 
Group picture and General Meeting 
 

April 5 
General Meeting 1:00 PM  
Guest speaker on health issues 
 

May 3  
General meeting 1:00 PM 

A Note from our Interior  
Decorating Committee 

Do you know of anyone, (family or friends) 
who would be willing to donate a pre-lit 
white light Christmas Tree to Adoration?  
We are looking for a 10’ or 12’ tree to be 
displayed in the Sanctuary for next year’s 
Christmas season.  Please contact Gloria 
Becker for questions.  Thank you. 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  A New Members Class is being 
  held on Saturday, February 13  
  at 10:00 AM.  If you would like   
  to join our family of Christian  
  faith, or know of someone look- 
  ing for a new church home,  
  please notify Pastor Tim or call  
  the Church office at 281-0414.    
  New members will be welcomed  
  during worship on Sunday, Feb.  
  22 and Wednesday, Feb.25. 

Consider sending a 
Valentine card to one of  
our homebound members  
to cheer them.  A current  
list is on the kiosk in the 
gathering room. 

A BIG THANK YOU  
To Carol Langhoff for all her hard 
work with entering member 
information into our updated 
Church Directory.  Her dedication, 
time and talent are a blessing to  
Adoration! 



SOUTHWEST INTERFAITH  
 

SW Neighborhood Outreach Program is a non-profit  
organization for older adults over the age of 60.  Their 
mission is to link older adults with a caring community.  
Volunteers provide, at no charge, rides to doctor  
appointments, shopping, and other transportation needs. 
Other services include minor household repairs and  
assistance with bills and paperwork.  Although there is no 
charge for these services, individual donations play an 
integral part in running the program. 
 

Make someone HAPPY and feel LOVED.  Join us at 
Kitchee Coo (5668 Broad Street in Greendale) from  
1-3 PM on February 7 as we make Valentine Cards for 
SW Interfaith clients.  Questions, see Judy Goodwin. 
 

Winter Fundraiser  
 

To help support SW Interfaith with their fundraiser,  
Boston Store Community booklets will be available to see 
and buy each Sunday in February.  The sale runs Friday, 
February 26 and Saturday, February 27. The booklets cost 
$5.00 each.  All the proceeds benefit SWI.  The booklet 
contains a $10 coupon plus many great buys for your 
spring needs.  See Judy Goodwin or Betty Wing, our SWI 
Representatives if you are interested in looking at or  
purchasing a book. 
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DIVINE INTERVENTION  
MINSTRY 

An interfaith ministry providing emergency overnight safe sanctuary 
to the homeless, respecting the dignity of all God’s adult children. 

 

A special thank you to the Haas and Posig team for serving  
dinner to our homeless neighbors on Monday, February 15.  

ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
God’s work. Our hands. 

 

God richly provides for our daily bread–  
The earth can produce enough to feed everyone.  Yet many 
still go hungry.  Working alongside other organizations, 
ELCA World Hunger has already had a huge collective 
impact on hunger worldwide.  But the rate of global  
progress against hunger is slowing in many of the world’s 
poorest communities.  And here in the U.S., one in six 
Americans aren’t always sure where their next meal is 
coming from.  Many are forced to choose between paying 
for food and other basic necessities.  There is more work 
to do here at home and around the world.  And God invites 
us to participate and lead in this effort. 
 
     Year to Date Offerings of $156.00 
     Thank you! 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

REPAIRERS OF THE BREACH 
A daytime shelter and resource center for the homeless 
and in severe hardship. 
 

Thank you to everyone who brought in donations to 
support this outreach mission.  Your generous 
contributions will help those most in need. Donations 
will be collected until February 7. 

ASCENSION FOOD MINISTRY 
Your consistent donations of food items to our shopping cart are 
helping to keep the food pantry well supplied. Thank you for 
your generous hearts.  Also a special thank you to Ted & Mardy 
Lazaris for delivering our food gifts each month. 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS  
 

In the Midst...HOPE 
40 Devotions for the Season of Lent 

 

Outreach of Hope will once again be making devotions  
available this Lenten season.  The devotions were written by 
individuals from ministries supported with your gifts to  
Outreach for Hope.  They tell their own stories of faith, hope 
and community.  Bishop Jeff Barrows has written an  
introduction for these devotions.   
 

To have the devotions emailed directly to you, simple to go 
www.outreachforhope.org.  Type in your email address and 
name.  Check the box “Lenten Devotions”.  Devotions will 
arrive in your email starting Ash Wednesday.  If you do not 
have access to a computer but would like to read the  
devotions, call the church office, and we will print them for 
you. 
 

If you would like to make a Lenten offering to 
the ministry of Outreach of Hope you can do so 
online by clicking “donate now” on their website 
or mail your  offering to the Synod office at 1212 
S. Layton Blvd. Milwaukee, WI 53215 
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Memo from Meru and Mulala 
 

This is a year when we will be seeking a new President.  It also the year that the Meru Diocese will be electing a new 
Bishop.  It was founded in 1963 and is the largest Lutheran Body in Africa and has well over 2 million souls.  It has 
over 20 Dioceses and Meru is one of these.  Bishop Paulo Akkyoo has been the presiding Bishop of the Meru Diocese 
for 22 years now.  The Diocese of Meru was founded in 1992 and had over 16 full time staff working in different  
capacities.  The main office is in Arusha but the actual Diocese is 20 kilometers from there.  The Diocese of Meru  
covers an area of about 1385 square acres.  There are about 53 parishes there and only 23 have American Partners. 
 

If I were to guess and pray about it, my long time friend Rev. Elias Kitoi Nassari will hopefully be the new bishop.  He 
has served as “assistant to the bishop” for a number of years and was then sent here to Wartburg Seminary and was to 
act as North to South Missionary and has been an assistant pastor in several ECLA churches and is presently serving 
The Church of the Redeemer in Racine.  I have been blessed to stay in his home in Tanzania when he was still there.  
People had asked me if the Meru Diocese is helped by any other churches--it is not.  We are the only partner.  Mulala 
parish however, is divided into 3, soon to be 4 congregations all under Mulala as people are unable to walk the distance 
to Mulala. So other parishes were built higher up the mountain, as that is where the poorest people live.  There is Kuta 
which is next and Kilinga which is higher and I hope they are still building on Mwasenny parish which is the highest up 
the mountain.  So when we give money to Mulala, it is divided among these existing congregations.  So none of them 
get a lot. 
 

The Lutheran church in Tanzania is growing rapidly as there is a hunger and thirst for food but also for the word of God 
which sustains them daily.  I have never met such committed Christians.  Please pray for them and give as you are able. 
They have come to depend on our generosity.  Helping the poor is one of God's wishes for us. There are some  
envelopes on the table in the Narthex that are marked “For Meru”.  God bless you my friends.  Adoration has been a 
giving supporting church and that is wonderful.  We share what we have and that is what the Lord has ordained.   
Be blessed everyone. ~Sandy Ringwall  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
Strategize to Maximize 

 
We are happy to host a Thrivent Financial seminar here at Adoration.  Join us for a  

complimentary presentation hosted by Ryan VanDeLoo and Sharon Staley-Smith, 

Thrivent representatives.  Learn how to sort through the options of Social Security and 

help ensure the choices you make are right for you. 

 

EVENT DETAILS: 
 

Tuesday, March 1  

Doors open at 5:30 PM 

Presentation from  6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Refreshments will be served 

 

(In lieu of a fee for the presentation, they will be collecting footwear for those in need.  

Please consider donating a pair of gently worn shoes, boots or sandals.) 

 

Space is limited, see the sign-up sheet in the gathering room.   

Or RSVP to Gina Godlewski at Thrivent Financial 414-856-9900   

email gina.godlewski@thrivent.com 
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