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Congregational Budget & Financial Meeting 
Sunday, January 29, 2017 

 

Please plan to stay following worship to discuss financial  
committee reports and the 2017 proposed budget for the  

future ministry of our church.  Your attendance is important! 

PASTOR 

Rev. Tim Singleton 
Office: 414-281-0414  
Mobile: 414-345-7368  
Email: adorationpastor@gmail.com  
 
STAFF 

Lori Hamilton .................. Secretary 
Office: 414-281-0414  
Email: adorationelca@hotmail.com  
 
Barb Regent..............Music Director 
Email: regent@execpc.com 
 
Janet McGinty...........Choir Director 
Email: smcginty@wi.rr.com 
 
Rose Widmann ............... Custodian 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday, Wednesday.......9:30-2:30 
Thursday........................9:30-12:30 
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SACRED WATER 
 

We have five Sundays in January for this Year of our Lord 2017, and after Epiphany (always January 6th) we observe the 
annual commemoration called Baptism of Our Lord Sunday that falls this year on Sunday January 8th.  Although Jesus 
did not need baptism, because he was and is without sin, he nevertheless received baptism in order to properly fulfill all 
possible requirements of righteousness and religious faith.  And as I contemplate the baptism of Jesus, I am led by the 
Spirit to contemplate the sacredness of water and our own baptismal covenant in, with and through Christ Jesus our 
Lord and Savior. 
 
For Christians water is sacred…   
 
Firstly, water (H2O) is the basic molecule of physical life.  Without water, life as we know it cannot exist.  The surface 
of the Earth is two-thirds water, and the average adult human being is made up of approximately 57-60% water.  This is 
why clean water ranks as the number one necessity for human life.  Certainly it is true that there is disagreement about 
the causes of global warming:  natural vs. man-made, or mostly natural vs. mostly man-made, and so on.  However, 
when it comes to clean water for our streams, creeks, rivers, lakes and seas, almost everyone on all sides of the           
environmental debate agrees that we need these water sources to be clean and healthy.  Moreover, domestic drinking 
water from municipal water services needs to be clean and free of lead and other toxins.  Like the air we breathe, clean 
water for all is a basic human necessity, period. 
 
Secondly, water is the most basic substance that signifies everlasting spiritual life.  The New Testament of Christ is 
clear about the role of clean water in connection with God’s Holy Word of salvation: 
 

ROMANS 6: 3-5 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been unit-
ed with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 
TITUS 3: 4-8a 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. This saying is sure. 
 
MATTHEW 28: 19-20 
[Jesus said,] “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
Thanks be to God for our salvation in Christ Jesus!  Because of our baptism into Christ our Lord, we are saved, redeemed, 
and marked with the Cross of Christ forever.  Through water connected with the Word of God by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, God spiritually washed us clean and grafted us into Christ and into his Body (the Church).  And whenever we re-
spond to and abide in the grace of Christ’s baptismal covenant with us, we become born again from above to have re-
newal of life and to more fully live our lives as children of God.  Baptized into Christ, the life of Jesus becomes our life, 
the death of Jesus becomes our death to sin, and the resurrection of Jesus becomes our resurrection to live as the Body 
of Christ in our world today. 
 
Happy New Year!  Pastor Tim  
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Here are some of the items discussed at the DECEMBER Church Council meeting: 
 

 A letter was read regarding a request for a scrapbooking group to use our facilities.  Judy Johnson made a motion 

that the scrapbooking group led by Katie’s Schmidt be allowed to use the facility in exchange for the group to 

scrapbook the history of Adoration.  
 

 The Annual Budget Meeting will be January 29, 2017, after the church service. 
 

 Mid-week Advent services and soup suppers were a great success. 
 

 The Jesus cross has been hung on the southeast corner of the gathering space. 
 

 The family of Minnie Hale is continuing its consideration of donating a memorial in her memory. 
 

 Sunday, January 8, 2017, we will welcome four new members, and Wednesday, January 11, 2017, we will welcome 

one new member. 
 

 Larry Schultz said the trees have been cut down.  He will also get a list of helpers to shovel the entrance sidewalk 

before services.  Matthew Nichols has repaired the pink bathroom toilet.   
 

 The Evangelism Committee will be in charge of scheduling greeters. 
 

 Sue Clark reported that the pie social after the Thanksgiving service went well.  Wednesday soup suppers have  

better attendance than last year. 
 

 Pastor Tim moved that we give Gina a $300 bonus as salary for retiring from church custodian at the end of  Janu-

ary.  Seconded by Dave Krueger, motion carried.  
 

 Discussion began regarding the 2017 budget, with the budget to be finalized at the January Council Meeting. 
 

 Dave Krueger reported that Rose Widmann has taken on the position of church custodian starting the end of     

January, 2017. 
 

 Larry Schultz reported that monthly R.I.C. meetings continue to be held with emphasis on gaining additional      

support from other congregations. 
 

 Sue Clark announced that all toys for the Milwaukee Rescue Mission have been delivered and she will deliver the 

Hope House gifts.  She expressed sincere thanks to the congregation for its overwhelming responses. 
 

 The Youth will have a Brat Fry on the Saturday of the Cookie Sale/Christmas Rummage starting at 10:00AM. 

 

For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete minutes of the meeting 
posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space - or contact one of your Council representatives.   

Faithful Giving is Faithful Living 
 

Stewardship is our response to God’s abundant love—how we care for and share God’s generous gifts to us. As of 
the end of the year, 62 pledges totaling $143,752.00 have been received, an increase over 2016. Thank you for 
your generous giving. 
 

Commitment cards are still available on the table in the narthex.  Place your completed card in the offering plate 
or turn it in at the church office.  Simply Giving forms (electronic giving) are also available there. Please pick up 
your 2017 envelopes and recycle your envelopes from 2016. 

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1/04  Richard Voegeli 

1/04 Arlo Widmann 

1/06  Crystal Willms 

1/07  Robert Young 

1/08  Larry Farkas 

1/09  Judy Goodwin 

1/09  Kerry Lindahl 

1/09  Rodney Mendini 

1/09  Ashley Pinterics 

1/09  Dolores Prasser 

1/11 Owen Schultz 

1/11 Evan Williams 

1/13  Cliff Krebs 

1/14  Patricia Koch 

1/16  Kim Czerwinski 

1/16 Chris Dudzik 

1/16  Joann Voegeli 

1/17  Lindsay Hagfors 

1/18  Cody Hagfors 

1/20  Zackary Kokalj 

1/20  Joshua Pettke 

1/21  Ronald Kerlin 

1/21  Adam Klimers 

1/24  Robert Yersin 

1/26  Barb Bauer 

1/26  Mason Kode 

1/26 Owen Williams 

1/29  Sydney Ahlborn 

1/30  Jan Ward 

1/31  Tom Czarapata 

Sharing with you the Glory, the Wonder, the Miracle  
of this Holy Season of Light!  

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Tim 

Lori Hamilton 

Janet McGinty 

Gina Alba 

Barb Regent 

1/07  Chris & Jessica Dudzik 

1/17  David & Christina Cason 

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS  
AND PARENTS  

Classes will resume on the second 
and fourth Thursday of the month.  
We will meet at St. Stephen the 
Martyr beginning January 12, at 
7:00 PM. 

 

A NEW QUILTERS GROUP IS STARTING! 
 

If you are interested in joining a group to make quilts for the less fortunate, 
please plan to join us. 
 

You don’t have to know how to quilt to make a contribution to this group, 
we will be tying the quilts which requires no sewing knowledge at all.   
 

There will be a short meeting right after church on Sunday, January 22, at 
10 AM.  This is a meeting to see if there is enough interest to start the  
program.  We will meet in the gathering room right after worship.  See 
Joyce Weinert for questions. 

The Cookie / Bake 

Sale, Christmas 

Rummage and 

Brat Fry.  What a 

great day of  

fellowship and fun 

at Adoration!   

Rose Widmann 
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AAA Members will start the new year with a 

general meeting on January 3, at 1:00 PM.   

All adult members are welcome to join them 

for fun and fellowship. 

Our AAA Members had a wonderful turnout and time at their Christmas Party.  

They enjoyed fellowship, musical entertainment and a delicious potluck luncheon.   

Their generous giving helped support the Veterans Outreach of Wisconsin for providing  

tiny homes to homeless vets.  What an amazing group this is! 

A special morning of worship at Adoration, here are pictures of our Sunday School  

children's Christmas program “A Charlie Brown Christmas”. 
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THANK YOU 
to the following individuals  
and families for beautifying 

our church this holiday season  
with poinsettia plants. 

 

Tom & Nancy Czarapata 
Jim & Judy Goodwin 
Jim & Wendy Haas 
Linda Kolar-Wood 

Tom & Jeanette Nowakowski 
Dolores Prasser 

Tim & Katie Schmidt 
Edward & Christi Sheehy 
Dan & Cheryl Stefanski 

Sue Szemborski 
Lori Wargolet 
Rose Widmann 

Bob & Connie Yersin 

The Social Ministry Committee 
 

A big thank you to all our members 
who made toy donations to The   
Milwaukee Rescue Mission and The 
Hope House.  Your generous gifts 
will definitely bring joy to less       
fortunate children.  
 

We also would like to thank those  
members who contributed to Luther-
an Social Services in the collection 
of hats, caps, scarves, gloves and 
mittens.  Your generosity helped 
make a brighter and warmer Christ-
mas for many children and families 
in need.  
 

THANK YOU also to the Schilling 
and Ziolkowski families for serving 
dinner to our homeless neighbors at 
Divine Intervention on January 30. 
Also to all the members of Adoration 
who volunteered at Divine Interven-
tion throughout the year.  Thank you 
for putting your faith into action. 

The Evangelism Committee 
 

Expresses thanks to everyone 
who helped support this year’s 
Cookie Bake Sale.  Special 
thanks to those who made cook-
ies, those that helped box and 
work the sale.  Without all of you, 
this outreach project would not 
have been a success.  We had 
many neighbors come to visit. 
$1,153.00 was collected, of which 
$200.00 will be sent to  Ascension 
Food Ministry.  The remaining 
balance  will go to Adoration’s 
general  account.  Thank you 
again for all of your support! 

The Partnership Committee 
 

Thanks all who donated items to 
the Christmas rummage sale.  
The sale provided a wonderful 
way to freshen up your holiday   
decorating, while raising money 
for our partnership in Tanzania.  
$776.15 will be sent on behalf of 
Adoration thanks to your gener-
ous giving.  

The Auction Committee  
 

Would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the twelfth annual We 
Love Our Church Auction.  Even 
with the snowy weather, the people 
of Adoration rallied together to 
accomplish a goal and this year the 
auction was no exception. Thank 
you for your generous donations 
and bids to make this such a 
successful and fun event.  Bids 
totaled $1,934.00 this year. All the 
funds will be put to the work God 
has put before us. God Bless you 
all, Ted and Mardy Lazaris. 

Southwest Interfaith 
 

A thank you from Diane May, 
Director of SW Interfaith. 
 

Just a note to thank your 
congregation for your donation for 
our Outreach Program.  Your 
financial support is vital in our 
being able to provide services for 
our older adult neighbors.  We 
thank your for your generosity.  We 
are truly blessed by everything your 
congregation have done and 
continue to do for our Interfaith 
Program. 

The Youth Group 
 

Would like to give a shout out of 
thanks for those who helped  
support them this past year with 
donations to fundraising events.  
The brat fry was another great 
success.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To Gina Alba who will be retiring as 
of the end of January as custodian.  
We would like to thank Gina for her 
faithful service to Adoration Church. 

A Big Thank You 
 

To Donna Babilius for setting up and 
displaying her beautiful Christmas 
village in the gathering room for all 
to enjoy! 

ELCA World Hunger 
 

     2016 Year-to-Date  
     offerings $2,153.50 
     THANK YOU! 
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MEMO FROM MERU AND MULALA 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Christmas in Tanzania is far different than it is here.   There is no Santa and the kids don't get presents.  
There are no Christmas trees and I have never heard if Christmas songs are sung there.   They do bring in 
some flowers from their yard and try to have a little nicer dinner with family and friends than the usual rice  
potatoes and bananas.   The seasons are reversed and it is summer there.   I have been there 5 times and 
have never seen any type of a pine tree.   When we brought Tanzanian people here, they were so impressed 
with the blue spruce trees we have in our yard.   
 
January 12,  Gloria Becker, her sister Deb Gerner, my grandson, Luke Johnson and I will leave for Meru 
for about 2 weeks to experience their love of us and our partnership.   You can't imagine what this partnership 
has meant to them.   Knowing that we care and can help with some money from time to time is huge over 
there.   They know that they are not struggling alone anymore but have us to help them.   Prayers for one  
another are the basis of this partnership. 
 
Last January I sent some money to Adoration and Mulala as my medical bills were so high that even though 
these churches are in our will, I wondered at that time, if there would be anything left.   Pastor Nnko and their 
partnership committee decided to buy some cows and gave them to the poorest families in the village.   The 
idea is that the first calf of each of these cows must be given to another poor family and on and on.   They are 
calling it Mama Sandy's Heifer Project.   While we are there Pastor Nnko would like us to meet some of these 
families and it will be another opportunity to help them with a gift of some money. 
 
The other exciting reason we are going, is to be present at the service which consecrates Pastor Elias 
Kitoi Nasari as the second Bishop of the Diocese of Meru following Bishop Paulo Akyoo, who was bishop for 
22 years since the Diocese was formed.   Pastor Elias has been my dear friend for many years and I was 
blessed to stay in his home in Tanzania in 2002.   He has preached at Adoration many times and even won 
the pie    eating contest at our church picnic one year.   He, however, calls it the "pie sucking contest" as it 
was chocolate pudding with whipped cream on top and his son, Emmanuel got second place.   We still laugh 
about that.   
 
Please remember these wonderful Christian people who have nothing, but thank God for everything, in your  
daily prayers.   Please pray for good leadership and strength and wisdom for Pastor Elias in his new role as 
Askofu or Bishop.   Mulala is Pastor Elias's home parish, so he will always look over our partnership and be 
sure that all is well with it.   Wishing you all a most Blessed Christmas and we will have stories to share when 
we get home.   Please also pray for a "safe safari" for our little group. 
Bwana Yesu Asifiwe.   Sandy Ringwall 

Altar Flowers 
 

The 2017 Flower Chart has been posted in the main 
entry way of church.  If you would like to help decorate 
our sanctuary with one of the weekly arrangements, 
just sign up on the chart.  Remember to print your 
name and the reason you are offering the flowers 
(birthday, anniversary, memorial, etc.)  The cost is 
$30.00 and can be added to your weekly offering enve-
lope, or by using one of the “flower” envelopes located 
next to the chart on the bulletin board. 

The Lamp of God’s Presence 
A light shines in the darkness... 

 

If you would like to offer the Lamp of God’s Presence 
as a memorial or celebration, simply fill in your name 
and reason on the appropriate date on the sign-up 
chart.  The chart is located on the bulletin board in the 
main entryway of church.  The cost is $4.00 per week 
and can be added in on your weekly envelopes. Or you 
can use one of the special envelopes located on the 
bulletin board. 
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Mission Statement:  
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship,  
serving God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, 
educating the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships. 

Reconciling in Christ: 
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ” 
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation 
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability,  
gender identity or sexual orientation. 
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