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STEWARDSHIP 2018
A special thank you to Kathy Albrecht, Barb Regent and Dan Stefanski for sharing their stewardship
message with the congregation. They are printed below for all of us to reflect upon.

“Is It I Lord?”
Kathy Albrecht
I’ve heard temple talks that focus on giving. I would like to focus on another kind of giving that is near and dear to my
heart, and that is serving.
I was raised in the Hope Lutheran Church on 35th and Highland on Milwaukee’s north side. Church and Sunday school
were a weekly in our family. We went for as far back as I can remember. My parents raised four girls and our brother in a
small 2 bedroom house. My grandma lived with us until I was 8, when she passed away. We didn’t have much, but we
had each other. I cherish my childhood memories. My best friend lived 2 houses away. We were constantly together.
Now, our friendship spans 65 years and I just returned from vacation visiting her in Reno, NV for the past 2 ½ weeks.
I have so many wonderful memories of my parents. My mom taught me many life lessons which remain a part of my
daily life.
At some point in our life, we must ask this question, Is It I Lord? We all can come up with many reasons and excuses why
we are not able to answer the call to serve, but let’s keep in mind:
* We are called to serve, and real servants make themselves available to serve.
* All our time belongs to God.
* Real servants do their best with what they have.
* Great opportunities to serve never last long.
* We are to put on the apron of humility to serve one another.
* God has every hair on your head numbered, and He knows your address.
* The bible says if you wait for perfect conditions you’ll never get anything done.
* True humility is not thinking less of ourselves, but thinking of ourselves less.
* When we stop focusing on our own needs, we become aware of the needs around us.
* There is no small service to God. It ALL matters.
* We serve God by serving others.
* The greatest blessing is to be a blessing.
* We were made for a mission.
* To be a servant, we must think like a servant.
* Serving is the highest use of life.
* Be grateful for who you are and whatever you have.
 Let’s ask how we can make a difference.
 God determines our greatness by how many people we serve, NOT how many people serve us. This is so contrary to the

world’s idea of greatness, that we have a hard time understanding it, much less practicing it.

 When God is at the center of our lives, we worship. When He’s not, we worry.
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 Life is a temporary assignment. Our identity is in eternity and our homeland in heaven. When we grasp and

understand this truth, we can stop worrying about “having it all” on earth.

* As Christians, we should carry spiritual green cards to remind us that our citizenship is in heaven.
* It’s the people you love, not the money and “stuff” that make you rich.
 One day, this world will come to a close, but eternity will go on forever. Remember your reward which will last

forever.

* Albert Schmeitzer said the only really happy people are those who have learned to serve.
 The race to be a leader is crowded, but the field is wide open for those willing to be servants.
 Faithful servants never retire. They serve faithfully as long as they’re alive. You can retire from your career, but you

should never retire from serving God.

 Jesus calls us not only to come to Him, but to go for Him.
 God doesn’t want a part of our life. He asks for ALL our hearts, all our souls, all our minds, and all our strengths. God

desires our full devotion, not little bits of our lives.

* God is not interested in ½ hearted commitments, partial obedience, and the left-overs of our time and money.
 Remember God asks us to stretch beyond our comfort zones to serve those in need.

* Everyone is capable of doing something for our church. We are a church family. Participation is necessary by every
member.
As you fill out the time and talent sheet this year prayerfully consider what more you can do, Can You:
* Serve on a committee?

* Deliver Christmas items to the Hope House or Rescue Mission?
* Donate items for the homeless dinners, stretch yourself and also cook or help serve the meal?
Can you help in some other way?
The needs are great and our church as a family requires more than just your weekly offering.
I love the words of the hymn: “Is It I Lord”. Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you crying in the night. I will go,
if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart! As Billy Graham stated so eloquently, “This world is not our home.
At death, we won’t leave home, we’ll go home.”

Barbara Regent
This call and response of God calling us and our answer to Him, comes to us through stories throughout the Bible. Two
that come to mind are one from 1st Samuel 3:4 and another from Isaiah 6:8 – both stories tell us how God called to His
prophets and after much consternation they finally responded with “Here, I Am Lord. Take Me”. Samuel was only a
young boy working under the priest Eli, when God came – calling him in the night. Samuel thought it was Eli calling,
but Eli realized it was the Lord calling Samuel – and then finally Samuel was ready to hear the Lord – and became a
great prophet ushering in a new age of the Kingdom. Isaiah had a great vision and then told the Lord that he, too was
ready – to spread the message, as difficult as it seemed.
How often do we hear God calling us to respond? Is this Stewardship drive asking you to respond to God’s call? Is it
asking you to help spread the message of the kingdom to come? To spread the message of God’s love and forgiveness?
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When asked to attend a Bible study or maybe even lead one – what is our response? How about attending worship
regularly or bringing a friend or neighbor along with you? What about helping to keep the building and grounds
maintained? Could we help with Sunday School? How about joining the choir? Could we bring a dish to pass at the
next social gathering? How about sharing our bounty by contributing to the food pantry? By making a generous
monetary offering to the Lord?
God asked Samuel and Isaiah to give up themselves to do God’s will. He asked them to step out of their comfort zone to live in service to Him.
Is God calling us to do the same? Can we take that leap of faith – to try something new – a new activity or an increase
in our monetary pledge?
Besides the usual activities I participate in, this year I took several small leaps of faith – along with my husband Rich,
I participated in the painting team this year – it made me feel part of a family – closer to other members of the
congregation. I made a breakfast casserole this year for the Rally Day breakfast instead of my fallback position of easy
bake muffins. I prepared food, said the prayer, and helped serve dinner at a Divine Intervention meal. I attended my first
Synod Convention. We increased our pledge and gave some extra money for the various projects taking place at
Adoration this year under a constrained budget.
Can we step out of our comfort zone and help in a new way? If we ask “Is it I, Lord?”, can we reply “Here, I am Lord!
It is I Lord!”. Is God calling you in the night? What will be your answer?

Dan Stefanski
Psalm 24:1-explains stewardship saying the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who live in it. As
Christians we are to manage all that God has created through our time, talents and treasures. These are gifts given to us
by God. Just as God created all of us in a unique way, he has also given us different talents and abilities. Some of us
have athletic talents, musical, mechanical, organizational, mathematical and many others. Many of us claim we have no
talents. This is not true as God has given all of us some talent, for those of us who claim to have no talents, pray to God
to find your talents. I have been blessed to have found Adoration, in the past I belonged to another church but did not
have an opportunity to utilize my talents. Since I have been at Adoration it has given me the opportunity to use my time
and talents to help make our church community, country and world a better place. I have participated in Habitat for
Humanity by hanging drywall and painting, serving a meal for Divine Intervention, attending bible study, grass cutting,
led the paint project for church, helped my wife cut material for the backpacks for Lutheran World Relief and quilting.
Through these activities Adoration has become part of my family.
God also gives us the gift of time. Once again it is up to us to manage this gift, it sometimes is difficult to balance our
time to accomplish all we have planned, or the opposite is we waste our time and do nothing. We need to find a balance
in our daily lives, so we have some time left to help care for all of God’s creation.
The third part of stewardship is treasures. We often forget our treasure of financial resources is a gift from God. If we
follow the world’s wisdom money will dominate us, but if we submit to the wisdom from above, money will serve us as
we use it to serve God and others. We need to pray and ask God for guidance when we make our commitment of
financial giving.

In closing I would like to read from Colossians 3:23-24. Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for
the Lord and not for men, knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord
Christ.
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This holiday season, thanks are expressed to all who have supported the ministry at Adoration this past year with
their time, talents and financial contributions. We look forward to continued support from all our members in the
year ahead.
Commitments for 2019 were received at worship and brought to the Lord’s altar on Sunday, November 11.
God’s people at Adoration pledged their gifts to support His ministry here, in our community and throughout God’s
world. These gifts represent our response to God’s abundant love and generosity in our lives.
As of November 25, we received 62 pledges totaling approximately $123,948. Thank you to all the members who
have turned in their commitment cards. If you have not returned your commitment for next year, please put it in the
offering plate at worship or bring it into the church office. Watch the Sunday bulletin for continued reports on the
number of commitments received. If you make your contributions through electronic giving (Simply Giving) and
wish to change the amount you give, complete the authorization form from the mailing and return it to the church
office. Thank you!

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Here are some of the items discussed at the NOVEMBER Church Council meeting:


The following are important dates for December: December 9th is our We Love our Church Auction; December 15th is our Bake
sale, Christmas Resale and Christmas Caroling; December 16th is our Children’s Christmas Program.



We will need to pay Ahern $575 for an annual sprinkler inspection, due in January.



The Church Council would like to thank Bob Yersin and Bill Wakefield for the work on the church’s front entrance door.



December 5th, 12th, 19th, will be Wednesday Advent worship. Each of these Wednesday’s there will be an Advent supper held
before worship. On the 5th, Wendy Haas will be organizing a Potato bar. Kathy Albrecht will be organizing a Soup/Supper on the
12th and 19th.



Tania Beyler reported that we are getting some good responses from the interest survey’s that were sent out.



The Worship and Music committee is in the process of figuring out the size and finish to the Chalice and paten. They also
discussed how the announcements and sharing of the peace extend the service. They would like the Council person in charge
make the announcements near the end of the service. This process will start the first of the year.

For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete minutes of the meeting
posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.

WELCOME!
Adoration welcomes Pastor Debra Trakel as the Interim Pastor of our church as we enter into the process of
transitioning to a new Pastor. Pastor Debra was ordained twenty-four years ago and has spent all those years
serving churches in Wisconsin. In addition to being a Pastor she is a licensed psychotherapist. This past year she
has served three other churches in our Synod as a transition minister but she will be with us now until we call our
new Pastor.
Pastor Debra lives in Menomonee Falls. She is married, has two stepsons, three grandsons and one very spoiled
dog. She is very excited about sharing in ministry with Adoration and in getting to know all of the members of our
church and helping us move forward in calling a new Pastor.
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Wishing our Adoration Family a blessed Christmas
&
a joyous New Year !
BIRTHDAYS
12/01
12/01
12/02
12/03
12/05
12/07
12/08
12/08
12/11
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/24
12/24
12/26
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30

Charlotte Douangmala
Heather Kokalj
Lori Wargolet
Madeline Pettke
Adele Kujawa
Frank McGinty
Fischer Chanthamany
Carol Glisch
Nicholas Young
Ellen Ziarek
Kristen Delano
Millie Roshar
Makayla Lewitzke
Kerri Cwiklinski
Spencer Servais
Peyton Kuzminski
Jeremiah Faltersack
Austin Kerlin
Dave Krueger
Katelyn Ponath
Scott Wood
Brenda Schneider
Marlene Hale
Jeff Schneider
Megan Wallrath
Zachary Young

ANNIVERSARIES
12/03
12/05
12/26

William & Elizabeth Delano
Dick & Kelly Kaquatosh
David & Sandra Nichols

THE SACRAMENT OF
HOLY BAPTISM
On November 18
Jameson Isaac Meyer
Son of Jayson & Susan Meyer was
baptized into Christ.

THANK YOU !

As we come to the close of another year,
we would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our wonderful volunteers.

There are many people who see a
need and fill it. Thank you all for
keeping God’s house in order!
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CHRISTMAS
CAROLING

AAA CHRISTMAS PARTY
Tuesday, December 4
10:30 AM
Potluck Luncheon & Gift Exchange

WE LOVE OUR CHURCH
AUCTION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
Show your love of Adoration by
supporting our auction. Either by
donating baked goods, craft or
specialty items or by making large
bids on items up for sale. You are
helping the ministry of our church.
Tables are set up for your generous
donations. Please make sure to
mark down your item(s) on the
donations sheet. Thank you again
for your continued support!
~Ted & Mardy Lazaris

Join us on Saturday, December
15, from 1:00 PM –4 PM as we
share the carols of the holiday
season with some of our homebound members. See Janet
McGinty if you would like to
come along to spread some
holiday cheer. The more the
merrier!

Consider sending a Christmas
card to our homebound members
during the Christmas season to
cheer them. A current list is
posted on the kiosk.

CHRISTMAS SALE AT ADORATION
DECEMBER 15 9:00 AM—Till Sold-Out
BAKE SALE

The Evangelism Committee is happy again to sponsor this year’s cookie/bake
sale. Show your support with this outreach project by donating baked goods to
the sale. Please bring your donations to church the week of December 9,
between 9:30-1:30 PM. We will be packaging on Friday, December 14 at
9:00 AM. We need all the help we can get for a smooth cookie packing. Every
year you take my breath away with such a wide variety of beautiful cookies.
We can always use chocolate chip or oatmeal cookies made festive with red or
green sprinkles. Any cookies that have a fragrance, such as peanut butter,
mint, clove, cinnamon, or other scent will be packaged in clear snack bags, so
flavors don’t transfer. You can prepackage them one or two per bag or they
will be sorted Friday. This ensures the highest quality for our customers. We
can use breads, pies, cakes and candy as well, but most people come for the
cookies! We are advertised that we will be open at 9:00 AM until gone. Our
cookies disappear quickly and that is testament to your baking and decorating
talents. We also would like some gluten free cookies. Please sign up to bake,
pack or help to sell at our sale. ~Wendy Haas.

CHRISTMAS RESALE

Our Partnership Committee is looking for your donations of unwanted
Christmas decorations and ornaments. Please consider donating items to the
Christmas resale. Proceeds will be donated to Mulala Parish to help support
our Tanzania partnership.

Spread the word to promote this special day at Adoration!

THE SEASON OF GIVING
MILWAUKEE RESCUE MISSION
&
THE HOPE HOUSE

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

We will be collecting unwrapped toys for Christmas for
both of these worthwhile organizations. Your holiday gift
donations can be placed in the boxes in the gathering
room. Legos, blocks, games, dolls, action figures, books,
hand held games, card games, arts/crafts, nail polish,
make-up kits, hot wheel cars, ear buds are a few gift
suggestions. Your generosity is so important to these
children. Volunteers are need to deliver our gifts.
Please see Kathy Albrecht for more information.

We are continuing to support this mission by providing
dinners to our homeless neighbors at Divine Intervention.
If you have never served this ministry, we encourage you
to in the new year. Help is needed on the following dates.
A sign-up sheet in the gathering room.
Monday, January 28, 2019
Tuesday, February 26, 2019
Monday, March 25, 2019

ASCENSION FOOD MINISTRY
Thank you for your continued support of food donations to
our shopping cart! Your gifts of food are helping families in
need during the holiday season.
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,

DIVINE INTERVENTION MINSTRY





THE MITTEN TREE
Our special tree is set up and ready to be filled with your gifts
of holiday warmth. Scarves, hats, caps, mittens and gloves
either purchased or homemade can be placed on the tree.

and he will reward them for what they have done”
(Proverbs 19:17)

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
ELCA World Hunger helps 48 states and 63 Countries. Your
giving makes a world of difference. Year-to-Date offerings of
$2,525.12 Thank you!

MERU & MULALA
“Have a Peaberry Christmas”
This is the tag line for this year’s Mt Meru Premium Coffee holiday gift. Only 5% of coffee beans picked are peaberry. Normally the
cherry of the coffee plant contains two beans that develop with flattened facing sides, but sometimes only one of the two seeds is
fertilized, and the single seed develops with nothing to flatten it. This oval-shaped bean is known as a peaberry. Peaberry beans roast
differently and are often separated to ensure an even roast in high-grade coffee. Peaberry beans are said to roast more evenly
because their rounded shape allows the berries to roll about the roasting chamber more easily and their higher density improves heat
transfer during the roasting process. The end result is a richer coffee flavor with less acidity!

Mt Meru Premium Peaberry Coffee is packaged in a red bag with a holiday
sticker and attached measuring scoop. The price per bag is $15 for either whole
bean or ground. It is not currently available in decaf or flavored. Need a large
quantity? Or want it shipped directly to family or friends? Notify Adoration’s
Coffee Ambassador – Jessica Hodgson or visit www.mtmerucoffee.org. During
this season of giving, give the gift of coffee and help strengthen our partnership
with our brothers and sisters in the Meru diocese.
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Mission Statement:
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving
God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach,
educating the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships.

Reconciling in Christ:
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ”
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender
identity or sexual orientation.
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