Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church

ETCE ERA
...Our Mission Continues

The Season of LENT
LENT

begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6. Christians
have observed this season of the Church Year since the fourth
century. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and
spiritual renewal before Easter.

PASTOR
Rev. Debra Trakel
Office: 414-281-0414
Mobile: 414-339-9266
Email: revdebra@aol.com
STAFF
Lori Hamilton .................. Secretary
Office: 414-281-0414
Email: adorationelca@hotmail.com
Barb Regent..............Music Director
Email: regent@execpc.com
Janet McGinty...........Choir Director
Email: jlmcginty@tds.net
OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday ............9:00-2:00

Journey with us during the Lenten season.
Join us for worship on Ash Wednesday,
March 6, at 6:15 pm.

The Glory of These Forty Days
The glory of these forty days,
we celebrate with songs of praise;
for Christ, through whom all things were made,
himself has fasted and has prayed.
Then grant, O God, that we may, too,
return in fast and prayer to you.
Our spirits strengthen with your grace,
and give us joy to see your face.
ELW Hymn #320
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A word from the Pastor...
Twenty-nine years ago now, my stepfather died. He had lived a rough life and his death was sad. He died
alone in a nursing home in Milwaukee. By the time he died at age 87, my mother and he were separated and
I lived in Madison. I got the call that he was dying and by the time I got to Milwaukee, he was gone. I can’t
say that I cried when I learned that he had died. He had not been a good stepfather, nor a good husband to
my mother. A violent man when drinking, in fact, he had been rather awful. But I was then, as now, dutiful
around obligations and I was his responsible party.
So, my mother, bless her heart, and I attended to the facts of his death. His body was cremated; they had a
plot already purchased at Forest Home Ave. cemetery. My mother wanted to simply bury him, but I insisted
that he have some kind of a service. I was, at the time, in the very first stages of the ordination process and
the rituals of the church were important to me.
Consequently, I went to where I knew to go and turned to my Pastor, Bill Wiedrich, then the Pastor of
Grace Church in Madison (he was subsequently elected the next year as a Bishop in Chicago). I explained
to Bill that my stepfather had no friends, and that no one would attend the service other than my mother and
me. I did not know what I was asking of Bill at the time, but I sure do understand now.
Bill and his wife, Tress, traveled to Milwaukee where the sad little service was held in the chapel at Forest
Home Cemetery. The four of us, Tress , Bill and my mother and me, huddled together and Bill prayed the
words that I have now prayed many times for people that I, too, have never met and do not know.
Bill even preached a sermon. I don’t remember what he said. But I remember that somewhere in the middle
of what Bill said my own heart cracked open and I began to cry. Tears slid silently down my face as the
service continued. . .give to our brother eternal life. . .bring our brother to the joys of heaven. . .give us, we
pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way.
I continued to cry softly and quietly as his ashes were placed into the ground and the final words of
commendation were said: “Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant.”
My mother was appalled at my tears. And even as I cried I could not have explained what I was feeling or
why I cried.
But afterwards, in trying to explain to my Pastor and even my mother, what it was that moved me to tears, I
realized what had happened in that simple service using the words of our faith, prayed through the heart of
the Pastor I loved. I had forgiven my stepfather. And forgiveness is powerful stuff.
My stepfather was dead. Forgiving him did nothing for him. But it set my own heart free. And I am
eternally grateful to God for the unmerited and even unsolicited grace of being able to forgive him.
We talk a lot about forgiveness during Lent. And on Good Friday we remember that even from the cross
Jesus forgave. “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” I don’t know if that
forgiveness did anything for the Romans, but I know the feeling that Jesus probably experienced.
Forgiveness is a grace. It is a blessing. We believe that when we ask for forgiveness, that God forgives.
I wonder if the divine heart also wants to feel the wonderful freedom that comes with forgiveness.
We come now soon to the season of Lent. Whom might you want to forgive? For what might you seek
forgiveness? Be aware that if you offer or seek forgiveness, you play with fire. Either way, your heart will
never be the same. And thank God for that.
Blessings to you all as you prepare for Lent. With love, Pastor Debra
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The MET to come!
Once the Council selects the members of the MET from those of you who have applied, then the process
begins in earnest. In general, it will have several components to its initial formation:
*The MET will meet to organize itself. (i.e. decide who will be the MET Chair, how often they will meet,
who will be responsible for what parts of the MET process, etc.)
*Synod staff will come out and orient the MET.
*Planning begins:
The MET will plan for its first activities to gather information from the congregation. Some of you will
remember having fun with some of this the last time you had a MET process before calling Pastor Tim.
An example of those first activities will be doing some form of a timeline exercise and teasing meaning from
it. (That is: from where we have been who are we now. . .)
Planning for a survey process that gathers information from a large percentage of the congregation
(including our youth and homebound members) and then doing the analysis of the data. There are some ways
that the Synod can help us with to make this easy.
Planning for ways to engage in small groups and facilitate the gathering of information from them.
Your MET will be very busy and will depend upon you to participate and engage in the activities that they
plan. Most of it will be fun. Most of it will be interesting. All of it will be vitally important in gathering the
information that will some day soon result in your new Pastor. “Fit,” as you have heard me say, is just so
important. You get good fit when you give the Synod good information.
So, bring on the MET and let’s get this ball really rolling!

The February Church Council Meeting was canceled due to inclement weather. Highlights will be shared in the
April newsletter from the past Council meeting. Complete Council minutes are posted on the kiosk in the
gathering room.

EASTER PLANTS
A variety of Easter plants will be available to order during the Lenten season. These plants
will be used in church for our Easter celebration, then available for you to take home and
enjoy. Order sheets will be available in the narthex. See Ruth Bauer for questions.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Resources for the Lenten Season
Hope for the Journey
Outreach for Hope offers Lenten devotions available beginning Ash
Wednesday, March 6. These 40 uplifting devotions were written by
ELCA ministers, lay leaders, seminary interns and newly called pastors.
They tell stories of faith, hope, encouragement and personal growth as
ways to overcome our life’s struggles.
Devotions are available on the Outreach for Hope website: Outreachforhope.org. You can sign up to receive these daily words of support by
email at Outreachforhope.org/subscribe, and complete the form. You will
receive a daily devotion throughout Lent (excluding Sundays).

Living Well Through Lent
2019
Pastor Debra has ordered fifty copies
for the members of Adoration under
a special grant from the Milwaukee
Episcopal Diocese to the Living
Compass program.
Please take a copy of this booklet
home for your family to help in your
Lenten devotions.
The Living Compass program also
offers daily email devotions. You
can sign up at livngcompass.org/lent
to receive these beginning on Ash
Wednesday through Easter Sunday.

“Oh, holy God—Creator, Christ,
Holy Spirit—guide my reading
and guide my listening, so that I
may hear you and speak of you.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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BIRTHDAYS
3/08
3/09
3/10
3/11
3/15
3/16
3/16
3/18
3/19
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/30
3/31

Judy Johnson
Billy Hacker
Jill Lindberg
Owen Lewitzke
Zoey Servais
Sharon Anderson
Anthony Gavitt
Brian Kerlin
Dave Nichols
Betty Wing
Tyler Ahlborn
Amanda Eigner
Wendy Haas
Cindy Wirth
Zachary Schneider
Bill Wakefield
Natasha Sneesby
Lana Wachowiak
Megan Zanon
Jan Zeit

TIME TO SPRING AHEAD!
Daylight Saving Time begins March 10.
Set your clocks ahead 1 hour before you
go to bed Saturday night.

WALK OF FAITH
Adoration’s
“Red Carpet for Jesus”

Our gift bricks are a special way to honor a
person or celebrate an occasion. Each brick
is permanently engraved with the honoree’s
information and if desired, a personally selected Bible verse can also be added. The cost
for a gift brick is $50. This is a wonderful way
to proclaim your faith. All proceeds benefit our
Capital Improvement Fund - We Love Our
Church.

A NOTE FROM THE
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
To everyone who brought in food donations
to help support the Ascension Food Pantry
on “Souper” bowl Sunday. The cart was
overflowing with your generous gifts of food.
Bless you!

AAA NEWS
We have several fun events coming up in the
next few months. All adult members are
invited to join us for our meetings or events.
March 5

1:00 p.m. Meeting

March 14

12:30 p.m. Greenfield
Community Center
Lunch & Music

April 2

1:00 p.m. Meeting

April 11

6:00 p.m. Greenfield
High School
Dinner & Show

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
To the Clark and Imp families for
putting their faith into action by
serving dinner to our homeless
neighbors at Divine Intervention
on March 25.

AN IRISH PRAYER

May God grant you always—
A sunbeam to warm you,
A moonbeam to charm you,
A sheltering Angel so nothing can harm you.
Laughter to cheer you.
Faithful friends near you.
And whenever you pray,
Heaven to hear you.

It’s time to start thinking of our Annual
Church Rummage Sale. This year the
dates are May 30, 31, and June 1,
from 8:30am to 4:00pm. We will have
our Adoration family pre sale to start
May 29 after Wednesday worship.
Items may be brought to the
Evangelism storage room (old youth
room) starting May 1.
So start purging! Please, NO TVs,
large furniture, nothing heavy.
Concentrate on dishes, silverware,
kitchenware, pots, pans, Knick knacks,
toys, games, puzzles, purses, lamps,
towels, bedding, tools and garden
supplies. If you donate an electrical
item, please tape the power cord to it
as well as the manual.
Children and infant clothing are
needed. Adult clothing is NOT a big
seller. Your rummage donations help
Adoration’s operating costs. For
Questions see Wendy Haas

IMPORTANT
HEALTH DEMONSTRATION
AED TRAINING
Simple AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) demos will be held at
Adoration on Wednesday, March 27,
and Sunday, March 31. Both dates
held after the worship service.
Do you know where our AED is?
Do you know how easy it is to use?
Linda Kolar-Wood RN will be leading
this short demo of our life saving
device we have at Adoration. Please
plan on attending.

WORSHIP
&
MUSIC MEETING
April 3 at 7:15 p.m.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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GAME NIGHT AT ADORATION!

Fun

Laughs

Fellowship

We had a nice turnout at our Game Night
event held on Friday, February 8. Join us
for our next gathering. Date to be announced.

Food
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MERU & MULALA

Our Partners in Ministry
2019 Delegation to Tanzania!
In just 5 short months, 7 members of Adoration and 2 guests will board a flight from O'Hare Airport to
Addis Ababa and finally to Kilimanjaro Airport in Tanzania. Six of us have been to Tanzania prior to
this trip and based on past experiences, I know we will be greeted with words of welcome (Karibu), hugs,
flowers and sometimes songs.
In 1999, Adoration signed a covenant with Mulala Parish of the Meru Diocese. This year we celebrate 20
years of partnership and friendship. During this time, we have walked in companionship lifting one another
in prayer, rejoicing in baptisms, confirmations, weddings, new pastors and evangelists, peaceful elections,
and good harvests. We’ve also supported one another in times of sorrow due to weather disasters, sickness,
injuries, or deaths.
Through our financial gifts, Mulala and its preaching points, Kilinga and Kyuta, have built 3 kindergartens
and begun work on a 4th preaching point, Jericho. Many children were able to attend secondary school
because of scholarships raised by the annual book sale and Sunday School offerings. Food was also
provided in times of drought and need.
This is Sandy Ringwall’s 7th trip to Tanzania. The people of Mulala lovingly refer to her as Mama Mulala
and they also began a cow program in her honor. She, Gloria Becker, Jessica Hodgson, Sandy Eigner,
Katie Schmidt, Jeanette Nowakowski, Dan Bice (St. Matthews), Pr Sue Ruehle (former interim pastor at
Adoration and currently serving as a bridge pastor at Peace, Burlington), and myself make up Adoration’s
3rd official delegation.

Please keep us in your prayers as we work with Mulala’s Partnership committee and the Diocese of Meru
to make preparations for our journey. Each month we will share new developments and if God wills, maybe
one day, you will make the safari or trip yourself.
Asante Sana,
Janet McGinty

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
The deadline for designating your Choice Dollars is March 31, 2019
Eligible Thrivent members are designated choice dollars, based on insurance premiums, contract values and Thrivent Financial
volunteer leadership. Members can direct their choice dollars to thousands of non-profit organizations nationwide, including
Adoration Lutheran Church. Designation does not carry over and must be specified each year. If you have not already
designated your choice dollars, we hope you would consider directing yours to Adoration. It is simple to do, Thrivent Direction
Forms are available in the church office, or you can complete one online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call Thrivent
directly at 414-856-9900.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Interim Pastor: Rev. Debr a Tr akel
Worship Times:
Sunday Morning……………………………………...9:00 AM
Wednesday Evening ……………………….…….6:15 PM
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Mission Statement:
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving
God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach,
educating the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships.

Reconciling in Christ:
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ”
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender
identity or sexual orientation.
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