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Palm Sunday - April 14

Maundy Thursday - April 18

9:00 a.m. Worship Service

6:30 p.m. Worship Service

Our Chancel Choir will perform
a Cantata entitled “Praise the
Risen Lord”

Recognition of Holy Communion
Instruction

Good Friday - April 19
12:00 p.m. (noon) Cross Walk at
St. Thomas of Canterbury
1:00 p.m. Ecumenical Worship
Service at St. Alphonsus
6:30 p.m. Worship Service at

Adoration
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Resurrection of our Lord
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8:15 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
9:00 a.m. Celebration Service
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A word from the Pastor...
In the summer between my first and second years of seminary, my mother died. I was doing my seminaryrequired quarter of Clinical Pastoral Education (C.P.E.) at a hospital in Rockford, Illinois, driving each day from
my home base in Madison. Although she had emphysema (she was a life-long smoker), she had been doing well
and her death was unexpected. I loved my mother very much and her death devastated me.
After arranging her funeral at Grace Church in Madison, and beginning the process of handling her estate, I
returned to C.P.E. Each day I would go into the intensity of that experience; working on the oncology unit at
Rockford Memorial Hospital. I would push down my feelings for the day, and then when the day was over, I
would drive the ninety miles back to Madison and howl my grief. At the end of the summer, I returned to
seminary to begin my second year of seminary with a heavy heart.
Someone, I don’t remember now who, told me in the midst of grieving my mother’s death, that there would come
a time when I would begin to feel more gratitude for what she had left me, what she had given me, what she had
created in me, than I would feel grief at the loss. And, over time, it came to be true.
Today, when I think about my mother, I still miss not being able to share things with her. She would have
LOVED Adoration for example. But my grief has been transformed into a gratitude for all that she gave me as
her daughter.
Some years later my canine friend, Jamie, died. She was a dear friend and I miss her spunky little self even
today. Grief is like that.
A friend of mine, Joanne, another Episcopal priest, said to me at the time that she believes the very best way to
honor a dog we have deeply loved is to rescue another one. And so it came to pass that Kirk is now in my life.
Some of you have heard me talk about Kirk in my sermons. He was rescued from a “kill shelter” in Alabama by
a dog rescue group here in southern Wisconsin. He was a day from death and they put him on the last spot on a
transport headed north to a shelter, then to foster care, and then to my home.

Kirk is a fifteen pound mixed breed pup (think: Pomeranian meets Shih Tzu). He has worked very hard to learn
our northern language but because he’s a southern dog he has never completely figured out this weird stuff called
“snow.” And he does not like the cold. He is an Alabama boy and loves to bake in the heat.
I still miss Jamie. I have not completely rounded that corner of my heart where I am purely grateful for all that
she offered me during her too-short time in my life. But I can see that time on the horizon; that time when loss
and grief will be transformed into the blessing of gratitude for the grace of our time together.
I think it’s that way with churches, too. I am told that when I left my inner city parish it took them some time to
grieve my leaving before they could just be grateful for what we had shared during our eleven years together.
Perhaps there is some of that here at Adoration, too. Grief for what had been at different times in your parish
history, pushes up against a simple gratitude for what was, and what was shared. I am told that there is a
difference between remembering and honoring history, and living in the past.
I read some wisdom on Facebook recently. Someone posted the following:
Dogs come into our lives to teach us about love, they depart to teach us about loss. A new dog never replaces an
old dog; it merely expands the heart. If you have loved many dogs your heart is very big.
We are now buried in the heart of Lent. As we move together into this year of your search for a new Pastor, I
pray very big hearts for all of you. I pray that loss in your lives, of whatever kind, is able over time to gentle its
way into gratitude. I am so grateful to be on this journey with God and you! You are remarkable people.
Blessings on the ending to your Lent, and on our Holy Week together. Love to you all, Pastor Debra
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The Mission Exploration Team (M.E.T.) has begun!
The Council has selected members of Adoration who applied to be on the MET as the team for our current process to
call a new Pastor. On Sunday, March 10, 2019 the Adoration MET team was installed during our worship service.
The members are: Bob Yersin, Donna Babilius, Chris Dudzik, Judy Goodwin, Wendy Haas, Cheryl Hagfors,
Jeanette Nowakowski, Dan Stefanski, and Bill Wakefield. Rebecca Posig will be the liaison to the youth, and Jim
Haas will be the liaison to the Council.
The MET came together as a team for the first time on March 14th to get organized and to meet with Pastor Kristin
Nielsen from the Greater Milwaukee Synod office for an orientation. At their meeting they selected Bob Yersin to be
the Chair of the MET team.
From Pastor Kristin they learned the purpose of the MET is to enable the congregation to claim ownership of the
mission of the Congregation and the Call process. Over the next months they will review the life of Adoration and
our mission together. With the congregation they will evaluate our strengths and identify areas where we might need
to strengthen our ministry. From the information that the congregation provides, the MET will identify the gifts that
are most important for our next new Pastor to have.
The first activity that the MET will sponsor will occur on April 28th right after worship. We will have a shortened
worship service that day to enable us to do the work of looking at our history. We will welcome Pastor Martha
Berger who has spent the last twenty-four years in interim ministry. She will take us through a facilitated process of
looking at our history on a timeline; drawing from it patterns, and recurring strengths that define us as a congregation.
Some folks wonder why we need to do something like this again since the last MET process was “only” ten years
ago. And the answer is that Adoration is not the same congregation that it was ten years ago. There are new
members, new ideas, and new vision. We need to gather the wisdom from the folks who are here now to enable us to
move together into our future with a new Pastor. It is an exciting time to be at Adoration. Please put April 28th on
your calendars now. The timeline pr ocess will star t at 10AM and r un to about 12:30PM. We will have food
available to get you to lunch!

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
May 19, 2019
Join us for a potluck breakfast after worship with the Congregational Meeting to follow.
 Pastor’s Report
 Committee Reports
 Election of Council Members
 Financial Update
 Looking ahead at our Mission and Ministry

Annual Reports due to the church office by April 29.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Here are some of the items discussed at the MARCH Church Council meetings:
March 3, 2019
The Council Meeting for February 12, 2019 was rescheduled for March 3, 2019, due to inclement weather. Weather closing for the church will
now appear on channels 4, 12 and 58.
The following people have been picked for the MET committee: Bob Yersin, Donna Babilius, Chris Dudzik, Wendy Haas, Judy Goodwin, Jeanette
Nowakowski, Cheryl Hagfors, Dan Stefanski, Bill Wakefield-nonmember representative, Pastor Debra. Rebecca Posig will be the liaison to the
youth. Jim Haas will be the liaison for the MET team from the Council.
March 12, 2019
Pastor’s Report: The “Sharing of the Peace” is getting a little better. This is still a work in progress and we will continue to work on improving this
process.
Terms of Council Office: Dave Krueger has termed out and Matt Nichols position still needs to be filled. Larry Markiewicz, Sandy Eigner and Tania
Voigt will need to decide if they want to remain on the Council, since their first term is over. They are eligible for re-election to a second term.
Adoration’s Annual Meeting will be held May 19, 2019. Further information to follow.
Stewardship: Pastor Debra has contacted Pastor Matt Short from the Synod, who is willing to help us with the Stewardship process. This is his
area of expertise. The Council had further discussion about the Stewardship process during this meeting.
The Picnic committee will donate $3,000 from the picnic fund to put into the General fund. Jim Haas made a motion to move $3000 from the picnic
fund into the General fund, Sandy Eigner seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Evangelism: Trivia night is April 13, 2019, Saturday, 6:30pm-9pm. This event will be open to the public. We will serve water, soda and snacks.
There will be a free will offering. We will create teams, there will be prizes, not sure what they are at this time. Will advertise this event on the
church sign, Greenfield paper, website and Facebook.
Partnership: The book sale this year will be open on May 29th for the church members and open to the public May 30, 2019 thru June 2, 2019.
The books can be stored in the “pink” room. June 23, 2019 there will be a prayer of sending, for delegation during the service.
There is a $2,500 matching fund challenge for the Mulala hospital. Funds can be sent to the Synod and needs to be received by Easter.
Information will be on the table in the gathering space.
Youth: They will bring treats to the Greenfield police department-regarding the loss of the last Milwaukee police officer, who attended Greenfield
High School. Suggested by Rebecca Posig. Jenna Bednar is going to pick a family in need and help their family.
For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes posted on
the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.

Easter Morn
by Barbara Regent

Without a breath of breeze
The sun creeps slowly up the sky
To show the world it is
Refreshed and saved once more,
And to breathe the newness of
Life into our souls.

4

ETCETERA …Our Mission Continues

BIRTHDAYS
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/07
4/09
4/11
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/16
4/16
4/17
4/17
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/21
4/23
4/25
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/29
4/29
4/29

Andrew Fisher
Justin Sneesby
Wayne Anderson
Mardy Lazaris
Carol Garson
Marlene Pierson
Bernice Young
Easton Bastian
Jeannette Krebs
Nancy Czarapata
Elaine Lahti
Walt Stasiewski
Kay Hacker
Terry Krueger
Sean McGinty
Jordyn Pettke
Jared Lang
Alexandra Schmidt
Robert Johnson
Kim Gentz
Colton Fluder
Piper Simon
Jennifer Kode
Darlene Witkowiak
George Becker
Bob Bauer
Autumn Sobieski
Jessica Swick

ANNIVERSARIES
4/02
4/03
4/04
4/06

Bill and Kay Hacker
Bill and Kathy Wakefield
Ron and Denise Kowalczyk
Lou and Karen Tischer

Thank You!
To the Clark and Imp families
for serving dinner to our
homeless neighbors at Divine
Intervention on March 25.

Recognition of Holy Communion Instruction
Zackary Kokalj - Analya Ziolkowski - Kevin Jr. Ziolkowski

Join us and celebrate with these children as they will be receiving the
Sacrament of Holy Communion during our Maundy Thursday service.
As members of the Lutheran Church, we believe that the Word and the
Sacraments are means of God’s grace—the way in which God
shows us the unconditional, undeserved love that God has for
us. In Holy Baptism, we are made children of God, and in
Holy Communion that relationship is maintained and
strengthened. You are invited to share in this special service
of worship on Thursday, April 18.

The Sacrament of
Holy Baptism

Youth Group
A special THANK YOU to our
R.O.C.K. (Really Outstanding
Christian Kids) for making

On March 17, 2019
Avery Mae Johnson
Daughter of
Nicholas & Megan Johnson
was baptized into Christ!

blankets for the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit at
Children's Hospital.

Wall of Crosses
We have a new cross on our cross wall!
Chris and Jessica Dudzik purchased a wooded
cross while traveling in Hawaii. It is handcrafted
using the natural colors of many different exotic
wood. The wood is carved into a flower design and
then assembled onto the cross.
Thank you Chris and Jessica for your beautiful
addition!
If you find a unique cross during your travels, we would love to have it
be part of our Cross Wall.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Mark your calendar for these upcoming events!
EASTER BREAKFAST &
EASTER EGG HUNT
Families are invited to share in an Easter
Breakfast at 7:30 A.M. The breakfast will
be held between the Sunrise Service and the
Celebration Service. A free-will offering
basket will be out to help cover the cost of
the meal. Following breakfast children can
participate in an Easter Egg Hunt at 8:15
A.M. Come and join us for Faith, Fellowship,
Food and plenty of Fun on Easter morning!
Special Thanks to Kathy Imp and Jeanette
Nowakowski for organizing and coordinating
this wonderful event, and to all the helpers.

MULALA SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 5, we will hold an African
worship service and have a love offering to
help support our partners in ministry. Wear
your bright colorful clothing and join us as
we celebrate our partnership of 20-years.
All proceeds from the love offering will be
presented to Mulala during the delegation
visit.

BOOK SALE FOR MULALA
May 30, May 31 & June 1
May 29 (preview night after worship.)

Books...Books...Books...

?
?
April 13
6:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M.
Time to put your thinking caps on and join us for
an evening of Trivia! Invite a friend along to
share in the fun. Teams will be created, prizes
will be rewarded. This event will be open to the
public. We will have soda and snacks. Also a
free-will offering to help cover the cost.

M.E.T. TIMELINE ACTIVITY
Please join us on April 28, following worship for our
first activity. We will do the historical timeline process.
We will start at 10 AM and run to about 12:30 PM.
Light snack will be provided.
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We are in need of gently used books and
volunteers. Donations can be brought to
church beginning May 5. We plan to set up
for the book sale on Sunday, May 26, after
church and Tuesday, May 28, in the evening.
If you are able to help sort books or work
the sale, please contact Janet McGinty at
414-699-5989.
Proceeds from this sale will be gifted to
places we visit, such as the Hospital, Coffee
Project, Orphanage, Rehab center, and the
schools we visit.
The Partnership Committee

Our Youth Group will be cooking up delicious
brats the last day of the Book and Rummage
Sale. Stop by on Saturday, June 1, and have a
brat for lunch or purchase a few to take home
and enjoy. YUM YUM!

R.I.C. (Reconciling In Christ) UPDATE

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

A Million Moments of Pride

May 30, May 31 & June 1
8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
May 29 (“Members Only” preview night after worship.)
June 1 (Special deal “Bag Day” with special pricing.)

It’s that time of year to start going through your
closets, basement, garage and attic and pack up
items you no longer need to bring to our big rummage
sale!
Your generous donations can be placed in the Evangelism
storage room which is the room currently storing tables
and boxes of books. (old youth room)
Suggested items to bring in are: antiques, dishes,
glasses, silverware, kitchen pots and pans, knick knacks,
jewelry, toys, puzzles, games, lamps, towels, bedding,
tools, lawn and garden items. If you donate electronic
items, please tape the power cord to it, as well as any
manuals for it. Children and infant clothing ARE needed.
Adult clothing is NOT a big seller. PLEASE DO NOT
BRING large furniture, TV’s or appliances.
Your rummage donation helps Adoration’s operating
costs. Thank you for your dedication and support.
The Evangelism Committee

Information about how YOU can volunteer for the
Rummage Sale will be forth coming in church
announcements and newsletters.

2019 Milwaukee Pride Parade is June 9.
The parade starts at 2:00 PM — South 2nd Street
All Reconciled in Christ ELCA congregations are
marching together and all are welcome to participate!
More information to come.

R.I.C. NEWS
Recently, we attended the opening of The Courage House
in Milwaukee. It was a home beautifully decorated and
remodeled with generous donations from Kohl’s and
Lowe’s and many others. The home radiated love and
support and positive affirmations. It can house five youth
who have been rejected by their families as well as trained
staff to support and encourage everyone.
There are two homes on the property. The first one has
been completely remodeled, where youth will live and
sleep. The second home (which is a work in progress) will
eventually have rooms for counseling, art room and a
music room.
What is The Courage House?
It is a diverse group of allies and members of Milwaukee’s
LGBTQ+ community. Their mission is to open and sustain
“ The Courage House”. A home with onsite support for
LGBTQ+ youth to have a place to call home. At The
Courage House, all residents assist with cooking,
cleaning, laundry and food planning. Every child will have
access to and receive health care. There will be licensed
and certified counseling to assist youth with difficult
adolescent challenges. A local staffing firm will visit and
assist youth with resume building and interview
preparation. 40% of homeless youth living in the
Milwaukee area identity as being LGBTQ+. They have
a greater risk of suicide and/ or sex trafficking. Have a
heart. Be an ally!
How Can We Help? couragemke.org This website has
various information on how you can assist their mission.
Jim and Wendy Haas RIC Committee

Lenten Prayer

God of mercy, As we move through the journey of this season
incite us to truthful reflection, faithful action, and quiet release
of all that is false and fleeting. Deliver us from every evil
and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the
great feast of Easter, the Passover of the Lord Jesus from
death to life with you. Amen.
ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Mission Statement:
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving
God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, educating
the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships.

Reconciling in Christ:
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ”
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender
identity or sexual orientation.
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