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 ELCA World Hunger  

 Year-to-Date Offerings  

  of $773.00  Thank you! 

 

A d o r a t i o n  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

. . . O u r  M i s s i o n  C o n t i n u e s  
ETCE  ERA 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

May 19, 2019 
 

Please join us following worship.  Your attendance is important! 
 

 Pastor’s Report 

 Committee Reports 

 Election of Council Members 

 Financial Update 

 Looking ahead at our Mission and Ministry 

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE  &  BOOK SALE  
 

May 30, May 31 & June 1 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

  May 29 - “Members only” preview night after worship. 
  June 1 - Special deal “Bag Day” with special pricing. 

 

OUR BIG SALE IS QUICKLY APPROACHING! 
Thank you to the members who have already brought in donations for our sale!  

 

Sign-up sheets are available to help with volunteering.  
Many hands make less work.  Thank you in advance for your loving support. 

 

 

YOUTH BRAT FRY   

June 1 
Enjoy a delicious lunch.  Our youth will be selling hot brats on Saturday.   
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A word from the Pastor... 

Beyond Easter, we go singing. 
Having been grabbed by resurrection we are full of tears and laughter. 

 
Into Pentecost, we go singing. 

Having been disturbed and reawakened by the Spirit, we are full of life and wonder. 
 

The way ahead is unknown.  It will always be like that. 
But having danced in the light, we will look for glory everywhere. 

 
 
Every week I get a copy of prayers that my senior seminary advisor, Victoria Garvey, sends out across the 
country to people who went to our seminary.  People get downright feisty if they don’t receive her lovely and 
lovingly crafted offerings.  This prayer was part of what she sent out recently and it made me think of       
Adoration. 
 
We who have been grabbed by resurrection and disturbed by the Spirit, are fully aware that the way ahead is 
unknown.  We darn well wish that were not the truth!  We like to know what is coming, and failing knowing, 
we try to script it.  But it is unknown, it always has been.  No matter how hard we try and script what will 
become of us, the future remains unknown.  And facing the unknown we become afraid.  Fear can paralyze 
us. Fear can make us behave in ways that we would not, were we not afraid.  Fear can take us away from  
Jesus, if we let it, and to a place that is more dark. 
 

But having danced in the light, we will look for glory everywhere. 
 
It is not naïve to look for the light when we are afraid; to seek the light when darkness comes into our souls.  
It is our faith: that light always comes into the darkness when we seek it.  So, seek it we must.  And we pray 
that others seek it, too. 
 
There is much light at Adoration right now, and what we see that is dark is only of our own making.  If we 
focus on what we no longer do, we miss what is happening anew.  If we focus on those who have died or left, 
we miss the gifts of those who have more recently come; and worse, we miss our children! If we focus on our 
deficit, we miss the many blessings of wealth that are evident in our life together.  If we focus on those who 
dislike us, we miss those who love us. 
 
We have choices about where to put our focus.  I choose to focus on the light and the multiple gifts so       
evident in our community.  I choose to focus on the rebirth that is happening, on all the members who are 
taking on new ministries, on our children, on those who speak words of love.  And I choose to pray that light 
comes to those who live in a darker place than the glorious light of Christ so evident in our congregation! 
 
 
This same prayer offering recently received from Victoria Garvey concludes with another prayer.  In it is the 
lovely language: 

Lord of compassion and mercy, 
you give back to us what we fear is lost beyond recall. 

 
Our God is lavish in God’s love. Our God is full of compassion and mercy.  If we are afraid, we need to pray 
ever more fervently.  We know that God answers prayers, however they are offered.   
 
With God, nothing and no one is lost beyond recall.  And so it is true that we are all loved and all saved. 
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Here are some of the items discussed at the APRIL Church Council Meeting: 
 

 The Council has agreed to use the booklets for worship for another season.  There will be a new booklet created for the Easter season. 
 

 We are still $15,000 dollars under our expenses.  $4,000 used in snow removal.  $3,000 from the picnic fund has been moved over into the 
general fund. 

 

 As approved at an earlier Council Meeting, we will only have the cracks filled in the parking lot. George Becker has taken on the task of     
scheduling the grass cutting crews.  

 

 Adoration’s Instagram is #adorationelca. 
 

 Our youth picked three apples off the “Spirit of Caring Tree”.  They will be paying for three bills.  They will be hosting a Brat fry during the 
Rummage / Book sales on Saturday, June 1. 

 

 A new Stewardship committee is being formed to engage in a robust time of addressing stewardship at Adoration.  This committee will be 
working at the same time that the MET is working.  Synod staff will work with Adoration to help us develop our stewardship program. 

 

 The Chalice, Paten and Baptismal bowl have been ordered.  After the firing of the Baptismal bowl, a crack was discovered.  We are waiting for 
a new Baptismal bowl to be made, when finished all items will be shipped together. 

 

 The Synod assembly this year is in Milwaukee at the Italian Community Center, on Friday, May 31 and Saturday, June 1.  We need to have 
two delegates attend.  Pastor Debra will be in attendance.  This year we can have an additional delegate if they are 30 years and younger. 

 
For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes posted on the kiosk in the Gathering 
Space or contact one of your Council representatives.   

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

I always put a tag line with my email signature. I change it from time to time.  One of those that I have used 
before seemed  like a good ending to this particular musing.  It is a line from a wonderful and fun movie that I 
commend to you all: 
 

"It will all be all right in the end. If it's not all right, it's not the end." 
-The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 

 

I love this congregation!   Pastor Debra 

MET News! 
On April 28th Pastor Martha Berger, a long time interim Pastor led our congregation through the first exercise in 
the Mission Exploration Process--the timeline exercise.  We shared many memories about our life together as a 
congregation for all of the years that we have been together.  Pastor Martha helped us to look for the patterns in 
our history that might be helpful as we look to the future and the calling of a new Pastor. 
 
The MET will continue to meet through the summer.  The MET will be interviewing people in the community to 
ask how they see Adoration.  The next big activity will be to coordinate a survey that we  hope most members of 
the congregation will be able to fill out.  This survey will then be sent into a company that will analyze the data 
that is collected and give us back information about how our members view Adoration, which will lead us into the 
next steps in the MET process. 
 
The MET is working  hard on your behalf to gather the information from the members of Adoration to help us in 

our ability to call someone who will fit us well as our next Pastor. The MET needs every member of the congrega-

tion to try and participate in our activities.  Please let us know if you need help in any way to be able to be a part 

of what we plan for the congregation.   



To my Adoration family for all the 
love, prayers, visits, and get well 
wishes.  Betty Wing 

BOOK CLUB  
 

Here is a schedule of our upcoming discussions. 
 

May 13  6:30 PM  The Immortalists  
by Chloe Benjamin 
 

June 10  6:30 PM  High Profile  
by Robert B. Parker 
 

July 8  6:30 PM  The Glass Castle 
by Jeanette Walls 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
5/03 Ian Kerlin 
5/05 Jessica Dudzik 
5/05 Kohlton Ponath  
5/05 Katalena Weymier 
5/10 James Haas  
5/12 Gina Alba  
5/13 Cassie Eigner 
5/13 Emily Kowalczyk  
5/14 Edward Prasser  
5/15 Tim Schmidt  
5/16 Ian Schultz 
5/17 Kristina Gavitt 
5/17 Jordon Ziech  
5/21 AJ Abramczyk  
5/21 Randall Ahlborn  
5/21 Riley Lindahl  
5/21 Ryder Lindahl 
5/22 Hadley Simon 
5/25 Trudy Dahlke  
5/25 Ronnie Sneesby 
5/29 Olivia Weymier  
5/31 Chelsea Provan 
5/31 Junia Sarvela-Shackman 

5/02    Jason and Heather Williams 
5/06    Craig and Jennifer Kode    
5/22    Jim and Eileen Abramczyk  
5/26    Jeffrey and Jackie Behling  
5/27    Tim and Katie Schmidt   
5/29    Ted and Mardy Lazaris   
5/29    Richard and Barb Regent   

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

 

Join us on Sunday, May 19, at 9:00 AM to hear 
the many things our Sunday School children 
have learned this year.   
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Mission Statement:  
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving God   
in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, educating the young 
and old, and creating worldwide partnerships. 

Reconciling in Christ: 
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ”          
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation in the 
ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender identity or 
sexual orientation. 

MULALA SUNDAY 
 

Join us on May 5 for our African worship 
service and love offering.  Wear your bright 
colorful clothing and join us as we celebrate our 
partnership of 20 years!  All proceeds will be 
presented to Mulala during the delegation visit. 

AAA MEMBERS 
 

Save-the-Date 
May 7  Fireside Trip, meet at church 9:00 AM. 
 

May 21  Unity event, carpool at church 9:15 AM. 
 

May 23  Ice cream social at Greenfield  
Community Center 12:30-2:30 PM. 
 

June 4  Potluck luncheon at Noon, Meeting to 
follow at 1:00 PM. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED... We are looking for help with the set-up of the Rummage and Book sale.  If you are able to help with 
the Rummage sale, please see Wendy Haas.  If you would like to help with the Book sale, please see Janet McGinty.  Thank you for your support! 


