Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church

ETCE ERA
...Our Mission Continues

SPECIAL SUNDAYS IN JUNE
Pentecost Sunday — June 9
“When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles

were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.” Act 2:1-4

Remember to wear RED (the color of Holy Spirit fire) to church.

All Member Survey

INTERIM PASTOR
Rev. Debra Trakel
Office: 414-281-0414
Mobile: 414-339-9266
Email: revdebra@aol.com
STAFF
Lori Hamilton ................. .Secretary
Office: 414-281-0414
Email: adorationelca@hotmail.com
Barb Regent..............Music Director
Email: regent@execpc.com
Janet McGinty...........Choir Director
Email: jlmcginty@tds.net
OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday.............9:00-2:00

The next major activity in our movement towards the call of a new Pastor is the
all member survey which will occur as part of the worship services on Sunday,
June 9 and Wednesday, June 12. The more members of the congregation who
fill out the survey, the better the information the MET will have to help
complete the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). The MSP gets sent to the Synod and
in turn helps the Synod to determine whom to send us. The MET will make
every effort to help as many of you fill out the survey as possible. Please be in
church on June 9 or June 12 to be part of this next phase of our journey
together towards the call of a new Pastor.
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ELCA World Hunger
Year-to-Date Offerings
of $1,105.00 Thank you!

A word from the Pastor...
Well, now what?
We swung into Holy Week in high style, Alleluia-ed our way through Easter Sunday, and now, it’s Eastertide–that
amazing time before the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (June 9–wear red!)
The eggs have all been found by the Easter egg searchers. All the crumbs have been swept up from the Easter breakfast
and–allowing for the wild and wooly Annual meeting–the church is now quiet again. So, now what?
I love the way the disciples behaved after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection appearances. According to John’s Gospel,
they did nothing. Personally, I slept for eleven hours Sunday night after I got home after worship on Easter Sunday, which
is not exactly what the disciples did, but it’s close.
The disciples hid in a locked room in Jerusalem, waiting for things to settle down enough with the religious authorities so
that they could safely get out of Dodge and return to their well-ordered lives. You know, those lives they held
“BJ.” (Before Jesus.)
But then Christ appeared to them. He offered them God’s peace. And then he sent them out into the world. Before they
even caught their breath or could figure out what had happened to them, he sent them out to share the good news: He is
risen!
And that is the answer to the “now what?” question. We are sent out. We are asked to work on behalf of the kingdom.
After Easter, we are not to sit in our safe little rooms, hidden away for fear that Christ’s love might change us, or change
our lives. We are to know that we’ve been touched with God’s all-encompassing love and we are sent to share that with
others.
It is real easy to get complacent and move back into sedentary spiritual lives. It’s understandable why we might want to
hide. There’s North Korea, and Iran, and serious problems in the Holy Land. More near to home, there are our own fiscal
challenges.
But we are Easter people. We are people who believe that God can make all things new. We are people who believe in
God’s love and hope against the powers that seek to prevail against that love. So, to all of you I echo Christ’s first words:
Peace be to you.
Drink it in. Bathe in it. And then let it inform your hearts as you move courageously into the world along with Christ’s
first disciples. Tell the story. Tell it clearly. Tell it with your lives.
The Lord is risen. The Lord is risen, indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! I love you. Pastor Debra

R.I.C. News!
WHAT DO THE INITIALS R.I.C. MEAN?
These initials stand for Reconciled In Christ. Begun in 1983, R.I.C. recognizes Lutheran congregations that publicly welcome
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender believers.
ALL PEOPLE ARE WELCOME HERE. WHY SHOULD WE SINGLE OUT LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER (LGBT) PEOPLE?
R.I.C. doesn’t seek special treatment for LGBT people. We live in a time where the voices of fear and misunderstanding prevail
in public discussion about sexuality. In some Churches, LGBT people are shunned. As a result, many LGBT people believe they
are not welcome to worship in any church, unless told otherwise. R.I.C. makes a clearer statement where all people are welcome
to fully participate regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity or that of their children, siblings, and friends.
IS ADORATION DESIGNATED AS R.I.C?
Yes! Adoration is an R.I.C. Congregation. We completed a program and council approved the “Affirmation of Welcome” designed
for Adoration, along with a congregational vote at our annual meeting. We joined the R.I.C. roster of ELCA Churches in 2012.
Ongoing education and relationship-building are important as we continue to learn and discover what it means to be a welcoming
congregation for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. It will broaden our witness as the people of God engaged
in a mission to serve and love all people in the ways of Jesus Christ.
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M.E.T. Update!
Here is a summary of our Timeline Event from April 28, 2019.
1959 - late 60s: Pastor Groth was our first Pastor. We were LCA (Lutheran Church in America) at the time. Church
groups and outreach were started and the Pastor went door to door to meet neighbors. Our congregation began to
grow.
1973 -1977: Pastor Tom ushered in a fresh vibe with a folk guitar and was far more casual. We even had a bus we
used for adult and youth outings.
1978-1988: Pastor Barsch was part of the expansion of our church. We did our own fund raising, about which there
was some controversy. In 1988 the ELCA came into being, from a merger of three Lutheran church bodies including
the LCA. With Pastor Barsch the Pastor and the congregation made decisions together.
1989-2001: Pastor Beutler was called to Adoration and he was by all accounts a charismatic leader, great orator,
excellent with children and youth. Outreach increased. However, there was a significant breach of pastoral trust
during his tenure and he and his assistant, Pastor Claire, were removed hastily. Many members, youth and adults,
reported feeling stunned, hurt or angry. It appears that some members continue to experience pain in the aftermath of
this event. The MET referred to this time as a time of “chaos.”
2002-2008: Pastor Ray provided some stability for Adoration. Youth loved him. He had a puppet ministry which
was popular. Other groups that started during his tenure: AAA, the rummage sale, the Praise Band, and the Three
Dads singing group.
2009-2011: Interim Pastor Sue Ruehle had a long interim. She began lay visitation, and encouraged openness and
communication with the whole staff. During this time we repaved the parking lot and put on a new roof.

2011-2018: Pastor Tim Singleton was called. He had popular bible studies, good children’s sermons, and a good
confirmation program. He marched in the Pride parade. During his last years the parish and he were in some conflict
and several families left at this time. He left in November 2018 to take a call in California. This was also a chaotic
time for Adoration.
Dec. 2018- present: Interim Pastor Debra Trakel arrived to walk with our concerns, ideas, fears, and hopes. She is
using her skills as a pastor and psychotherapist to help us become stronger so we can go about calling the best pastor
that fits Adoration. She is also making some changes in how we worship and work together so we become
accustomed to change in preparation for our new pastor.
The MET discerned from the timeline that some qualities the congregation appears to want are: loyalty, cooperation,
honesty, trustworthiness, a passion for ministry, leadership and the ability to love us.

Church Council Highlights
A new stewardship committee is being formed. The members include Sharon Anderson, George & Gloria Becker, Bob &
Judy Johnson and Jill Lindberg. On June 6, 2019 at 6:00 PM, Pastor Matt Short will be coming to talk to this committee
about new and better ways for understanding stewardship, and a stewardship plan for Adoration.

Due to limited space in this newsletter, please see the kiosk in the Gathering Space for the complete
May Council minutes.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Interim Pastor: Rev. Debr a Tr akel
Worship Times:
Sunday Morning……………………………………...9:00 AM
Wednesday Evening ……………………………..6:15 PM
______________________________

JUNE 2019
Volume #24, Number #6
Dated Material — Please Expedite
______________________________

Mission Statement:

Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving God in our
daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, educating the young and old,
and creating worldwide partnerships.

Reconciling in Christ:

Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation
and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation in the ministry we share
without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender identity or sexual orientation.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
6/02
6/03
6/03
6/04
6/04
6/05
6/06
6/07
6/08
6/09
6/13
6/13
6/14
6/18
6/18
6/23
6/25
6/26
6/26
6/27
6/27
6/29
6/30

Lou Tischer
James Goodwin
Luke Lewitzke
Karen Anderson
Sue Clark
Linda Lancour
Pam Ziolkowski
Gloria Becker
Richard Regent
Zachary Wargolet
Kyle Nowakowski
Brooke Wargolet
Cecelia Weymier
Rebecca Posig
Crystal Winkler
Kelly Lewitzke
Brandyn Voegeli
Nora Stanic
Kevin Ward
Connie Yersin
Evelyn Kaquatosh
Jennifer Anderson
Kelly Kaquatosh

DINERS CLUB
Sat., June 22
Milwaukee Burger Company 4:00 PM
SAVE THE DATE...
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6/03
6/08
6/09
6/14
6/18
6/20
6/28
6/28

Walt and Lynn Stasiewski
Charles and Sandy Eigner
George and Gloria Becker
Daniel and Cheryl Stefanski
Tom and Jeanette Nowakowski
Scott and Lynda Wood
Wayne and Margaret Duris
Kevin and Jan Ward

WALK FOR JESUS
AT PRIDEFEST PARADE
We are happy to take part in this
year’s PrideFest Parade. The walk
will be held on Sun., June 9. We
start lining up at 12:30 PM. Those
interested in participating should see Jim or
Wendy Haas.

BOOK CLUB
Here is a schedule of our upcoming discussions.
June 10 6:30 PM High Profile
by Robert B. Parker
July 8 6:30 PM The Glass Castle
by Jeanette Walls

A BIG THANK YOU

to Janet McGinty, Barb Regent
and to all of our choir members for
providing special musical praise to
enhance our worship service this
past year!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
As we approach the summer months, please
keep your pledge up-to-date. If you are away
on vacation, or cannot make it into church,
adjust your giving the next time you come to
worship. We are currently in a deficit with our
budget, your financial gifts are important to the
life of Adoration. Kathy Wakefield

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
At Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity, we believe
everyone deserves a decent place to live. Together
with people in our community, we help families
build and improve places to call home. We believe
affordable housing plays a critical role in strong
and stable communities.

Looking to make a difference?
Help is needed on the following Saturdays:
July 13 — September 14 — October 26
(siding)
(flooring)
(punch list)
Sign-up online at
http://thrivent.mkehabitat.volunteerhub.com
Please see Jessica Hodgson for questions, or
contact her at 608-797-2948 email: jesstar_13
@yahoo.com.

