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Rev. Debra Trakel
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SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

9:00 AM
Join us for a Polka worship service followed by a welcome
back celebration as we rally together to kick off a new year
of Sunday School and other church programs! Following
worship stay for fellowship and a sweet & savory snack buffet.
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS:
All students are invited to bring their backpacks to worship for a special
blessing as the new school year begins.
THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION:
Children beginning the 3rd grade will be given their Spark Bibles.
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Following worship, a registration and parent meeting will be held.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:
Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available in the gathering room. Please
consider sharing your time and talent in serving the Lord. (acolytes,
altar guild, assisting ministers, choir, communion assistants, greeters,
lectors, and ushers).
ELCA Gods Work / Our Hands
Choir members and others who would like to participate will be visiting
and singing to some of our homebound members. See Janet McGinty for
questions.

STAFF
Lori Hamilton................... Secretary
Office: 414-281-0414
Email: adorationelca@hotmail.com
Barb Regent..............Music Director
Email: regent@execpc.com
Janet McGinty...........Choir Director
Email: jlmcginty@tds.net
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
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A word from the Pastor...
Recently I overheard several members of the congregation puzzling over hearing me talk about
how you do not “hire” a Pastor, they are called. “They work for us, don’t they? Why don’t we
say we hire them?!” Great question.
So, what does it mean to be “called?”
I retired some years ago from parish ministry to serve a population of people in our community
who are very underserved: people, often very young people, who were being “trafficked.” That
is, they were contemporary slaves—owned by someone else, often sold several times, and made to
do horrible things in their bondage to another human being.

I felt “called” to do this, which means in my relationship with God, always listening carefully to
God’s voice and what God would have me do, I experienced the pull of God to this ministry. And
it was this way when I left that ministry to come work for the Greater Milwaukee Synod; to do
transition ministry as a trained interim.
Many people wondered why I would have left a happy ministry, doing God’s work, to seek
another in Lutheran churches. And all I can say is that when Pastor Kristin called and asked, I
again, after carefully listening to God, felt called to do this specialized ministry at churches like
Adoration. It will be so for your next Pastor.
Parishes do not “hire” their clergy. Clergy are not staff. Parishes call their Pastors. Which is to
say that parish and Pastor need to both experience God’s voice when they come together to affirm
a new Pastor’s call to a parish.
For people who have been only in the business world this whole concept of “call” vs. “hire” is a
hard one to wrap their heads around. But, essentially, while a congregation may have the use of a
Pastor’s knowledge, skills, and abilities, the Pastor does not, in the end, work for the parish. They
work for God, on behalf of the parish.
It’s not a subtle difference because it means that a Pastor will frequently encourage a parish to go
where it is not completely comfortable in going because the call of God is stronger than the
commentary found in a church community. Threading this needle between listening to God’s call
and the feedback from a church community is the dance of parish ministry.
Shortly, you will call another Pastor. You will not hire them, you will call them. They will
experience a call to come and serve here. Remember, that on both sides of that lovely equation,
there is the will of God and God’s voice. I am grateful that I was called to come and serve you
here at Adoration. Thanks be to God.
~~Pastor Debra
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M.E.T. Progress Report
The MET process is now a bit more than half done. Our job is to determine who Adoration is, our strengths,
our weaknesses and our needs going forward; putting this information into a report called the “Ministry Site
Profile” or MSP. Ultimately, after a number of approvals, the MET process will end. The MSP will then go
to pastors looking for a new church. These pastors will look at us through the MSP and decide if their skill
set fits our needs. If so, they might become applicants for our “Call Committee” to consider, as names that
might be forwarded to us from the Synod office through Pastor Kristin.
This is a very complex process and we are very fortunate to have Pastor Debra to help and guide us through
it. She has been trained in this area, has experience with other churches, and she has exceptional insight in
pointing us in the right direction.
So far, we have asked the congregation to help gather much of the needed information. First was timeline.
This exercise provided us information on how we started, how we evolved and how we got to where we are
now. We talked about our good times and bad. Ultimately, it gave us a sense of how we got to be the
community we are. We then asked you for your insight by completing “the survey”. This exercise provided
us with a vast amount of data that told us who we think we are as a church, our health and strength as a
congregation going forward. We also produced “the Map”. This exercise helped us determine the locations
where our parishioners are coming from and where our future growth is likely to come from.
I have to thank all of you who participated. Our congregational participation rate appears to have been better
than most churches involved in the MET process. We will have one more exercise that will require
congregational involvement, “the Cottage Meetings”, but more about that in a few weeks.
The MET team has also canvassed homes in our neighborhood and interviewed nearby centers of influence
(banks, businesses, schools), asking them about their opinions of us and how we can better serve the
neighborhood. We are close to completing the “data collection” phase. We can then concentrate on writing
the final MSP report, get the needed approvals and pass the report onto the Synod office and potential
Adoration pastors. If you have any questions regarding this process, please call me or any other members
of the MET team.
Bob Yersin - MET Chairman

Stewardship
The Stewardship Committee is hard at work. They have asked various members to share why they give.
Here is one offering:
Why Do I Give To My Church?
“Over the 51 years of our membership at Adoration, we have been involved in most every aspect of this
church. Sunday school, Luther League, Church Council, building and grounds, painting, wall papering,
stenciling, book sales, Christmas sales, Meru etc. etc. Our dearest friends are those we made right here
sitting in the pews around us. Adoration is very near and dear to my heart!! I love Adoration!! Therefore,
I give from my heart to support God’s mission here at Adoration.” ~Gloria Becker
All we have is from God. As our 2020 stewardship program begins in September, you are asked to prayfully
consider why and how you will give to your church and its mission. Please watch for upcoming events
which require your attention and attendance.
Mark you calendar for Sunday, November 3 — Consecration Sunday!
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Church Council Highlights
Here are some of the items discussed at the AUGUST Church Council meeting:


Consecration Sunday has been rescheduled for November 3, 2019.



The Children’s Sermon group has met. The sermons will be starting soon, most of the sermons will be occurring on the first
Sunday of the month.



AAA would like to buy a Lutheran flag for Adoration. John Imp would like to donate a new American flag. Sean McGinty moved
to pass the motion. Larry Markiewicz seconded the motion, motion passed.



George Becker and Tom Nowakowski are addressing the window installation for five doors throughout the interior of the church.



Larry Markiewicz reported that Sharon Anderson would like to donate and replace the computer in the middle office. Sandy
Eigner moved to accept the gift of the computer from Sharon Anderson. Gloria Becker seconded the motion. Motion carried.



Kathy Wakefield stated the committee looked at the congregational members not making contributions in the first six months.
“contribution of note” per the Constitution. Letters were sent out, members have until September 8, 2019 to decide if they want
to continue to be members. We are hoping to get a more realistic count of our church membership.



The Patin, Chalice and Baptismal bowl have been received. Plans for dedication are being discussed.



Kathy Imp is looking into a fundraiser with the Bread Smith company. More information to follow.



The Council is wondering if anyone has a dehumidifier that has a handle on the water bucket that they would like to donate to
the church.

For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes
posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.

Bible Study Opportunities
Come and grow in your Christian faith and spiritual life by attending one of our Bible Studies.

Sunday Morning Bible Group —
Meets every second and fourth Sunday after worship at 10:30 A.M.
Thursday Morning Bible Group —
Meets every second and fourth Thursday at 9:30 A.M. at church.

Men’s Breakfast Bible Group —
Meets every second Saturday at 8:00 A.M. at Benny’s Café.

In The Garden Group —
Meets every first and third Friday at 1:00 P.M. at church.
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Mum Plant Sale

BIRTHDAYS
Wayne Duris
Everett Weymier
Elizabeth Dudzik
Aubrey Lancour
Tania Beyler
Kelsey Szemborski
Ruth Bauer
Sue (Nonie) Imp
Luke Schneider
Connor Zimmerman
Patricia Harton
William Dudzik
David Ziolkowski
Savanna Stillman
Colleen Krueger
Stephanie Glisch
Tim Fortune
Marcie Herlache
Jennifer Glisch
Lauren Lang
Alek Timmerman
Garrett Lang
Karen Tischer
Dave Kietzmann

9/01
9/01
9/02
9/02
9/04
9/05
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/12
9/14
9/16
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/22
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/27
9/27
9/30

ANNIVERSARIES
Anand & Janette Kumar
Glen & Yvonne Schallhorn
Kevin & Annette Ziokowski
Gregory & Lauren Lang
James & Wendy Haas
Mark & Lori Glisch
Jeff & Kerri Cwiklinski
Bruce & Debra Ratzlow
Dave & Colleen Krueger

9/04
9/06
9/07
9/14
9/17
9/18
9/25
9/25
9/28

On Sunday, September 8, and on Wednesday, September 11,
you will be able to buy autumn mum plants in a variety of colors
to celebrate Grandparent’s Day. These could be given as gifts or
planted in your own yard as a special memorial. All proceeds
support Adoration’s general fund. Payment can be made in the form of cash
or check. Please see Judy Goodwin for questions.

Choir Rehearsal
Looking to use your musical gifts for the glory of God? Come join the choir
and make a joyful noise to the Lord!
Choir rehearsal begins September 11, at 7 PM.
All are welcome! See Janet McGinty for questions.

Diners Club
Our Diner’s Club is continually evolving. The tradition of sharing a meal
together allows us to nurture and love each other through food. Our
fellowship meals are more than just a place to eat. They create a community
of friends and flavors. Our fellowship time together hosts laughter and
conversations. Our meals are a joyful celebration, no matter
how simple it may be. It’s the gathering of people that makes
the occasion special! So, next time you hear of a fellowship
event please consider attending. Our next Diner’s Club will
be September 22, at Open Flame Restaurant (5081 S. 108th
Street, Greenfield). Plan to arrive at 4 PM. A sign-up sheet is
in the Gathering Space.
Love and a Blessing,
Kathy Imp

Do you have new Contact Information??? A new address, telephone
number or email? Please notify the church office of any changes so we
can update our records accordingly. Thank you!

Our deepest sympathy is
extended to the family and
friends of Ione Mayer.
Ione died on August 19. A Memorial Service
was held at Adoration Lutheran Church on
August 24.
We pray that God will continue to comfort
all who mourn.

To Sharon Anderson for purchasing a donating a new computer for
the church office.
Also to John Imp for donating a new American flag to the church.
And to our AAA members for donating a new Lutheran flag.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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FUN AT THE CHURCH PICNIC !

to everyone who was part of our Church Picnic. It was a day filled with faith, fellowship
and plenty of fun! Special thanks to those who help with set-up and clean-up, also to all
of our members who brought in food items and desserts to share. Thank you to Chris &
Jessica Dudzik and Tom & Jeanette Nowakowski for making this day possible.
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REACHING OUT TO HELP OTHERS
Putting our Faith into Action
Lutheran World Relief
School Supplies Needed...
You can help LWR by donating school
supplies to less fortunate children. Your
generous gifts help provide the important
tools for education to a child in need.
Items still needed:
 Drawstring bags
 70-sheet notebooks
 21/2” Easers
 Blunt scissors
 Rulers
 #2 pencils with erasers
 2 1/2” erasers
 Black or blue ball point pens
 Pencil sharpeners
Thank you for supporting this worthwhile
cause.

Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Hebrews 13:16

Thrivent Builds
Habitat for Humanity

The measure you give
will be the measure you get back.
Luke 6:38

One Church, One Body, One Spirit,
Serving All People.

Neighborhood
Outreach Program
Linking Older Adults
with a caring community
Volunteers needed:
Jesus showed us how to care for
others. One opportunity is to help older
adults with rides to errands such as
shopping or to doctors appointments.
Volunteering is at your convenience.
Simply call the Neighborhood Outreach
office at 414-488-6929 if you would like
to help.

Thank you for your generous gifts
of non–perishable food items.
Each month we have been filling
our shopping cart. Together we are
reaching out and helping those in
need. Thank you to Ted and Mardy
Lazaris for delivering our gifts of
food each month.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor.
Luke 4:18

Divine Intervention

Outreach for Hope

A food and encouragement ministry to the
homeless in the Bay View area.

Pedal to push down poverty.
Celebrating 12 years!

Volunteers are needed to prepare and
serve dinner to our homeless neighbors
on September 20 & October 18. A signup sheet is posted in the gathering
room if you would like to serve this
ministry.

You can help churches and
ministries throughout the Greater
Milwaukee Synod that serve
neighborhoods facing the impact
of poverty by helping support
Outreach for Hope.

ELCA World Hunger

The Annual Family Bike Ride is
being held at 9:00 AM on Saturday,
September 7. There are three ride
locations this year; Waukesha,
Ozaukee and Racine/Kenosha
Counties.

Together , we build better lives.
Here is your chance to give back to the
community. Volunteers are needed from
8:30AM - 3PM on September 14 (flooring),
also on October 26 (finishing tasks).
Volunteer information sheets are available
at church in the gathering room. See
Jessica Hodgson for questions.

Ascension Food
Pantry

Year-to-Date Offerings of $1,741.00
Thank you!

Registration and donation
information is available at:
www.ofhbikeride.com

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Mission Statement:
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving
God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, educating
the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships.

Reconciling in Christ:
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ”
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender
identity or sexual orientation.

KIDS PAGE

