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Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
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Come and celebrate the blessings God has given us with a special
service of thanks. All are welcome to join us at 6:15 pm for worship
followed by a pie social and fellowship. Please see the sign-up sheet
on the table in the gathering room.
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A word from the Pastor...
Some years ago when I was in the roll over car accident I rediscovered my gratitude for life. It’s been a little over
ten years ago now and each time I put on my seat belt, or feel a twinge in my right leg or left shoulder, I am
challenged by the memory of how easily life can hang in the balance. And what a fundamental gift it is. Who
among us can live as a Christian without seeing life as the gift it is?
I remember lying on the gurney in the hospital emergency room and all of the different health care professionals
involved in my care who kept saying when they looked at me and my injuries, “Wow, you were so lucky. If this
had been one inch more deep, or one millimeter closer you would have. . .[read in any one of a number of dire
things that could have happened but didn’t]. They kept using the work “luck,” and I, covered in blood and fading
in and out, kept thinking, “no, blessed, blessed, blessed.”
We are so blessed. Wounded? Perhaps. Lost? Never. The gratitude continues to almost overwhelm me.

It is in the nature of a Christian to be grateful and to have that gratitude move us to generosity. We understand that
all of life is meant to be shared. That life hoarded is to demean both the gift and the Giver. It is a common human
experience that there is joy that comes when we share openly; a joy that is never ours when we fail to share. We
are grateful for the opportunities each day gives us to share. A wise Bishop once said, “We make a living by what
we earn; we make a life by what we share.”
As a Pastor now for almost twenty-five years, and a church Council member before that, I’ve heard lots of
arguments around: why the church should not try and tell me how to spend my money, or why the church needs
to understand that there are many claims on my money and I need to be able to decide where and how I want to
share it.
What I have learned is not to engage those issues. Because they are not my questions. They are not God-questions. The church should have no interest in trying to shame people into sharing the gifts that God has given
to them, including money. (Eg. If you were a better Christian you would give more.) Bah!

The church should not try and scare people into giving more. (Eg. We live in terrible times. If you do not give,
the church will fold. . .) Oh, honestly. . .
What the church should do is to make its own case for why our financial sharing is important, beyond the obvious
one that it simply feels good to give.
And our case is this: Yes, there are many charities that compete for the money that God has blessed us with. But it
is the church that is the major source of information about the God who created us, Jesus who redeems us, and the
Spirit who sustains us daily. It is the church to which we come to hear the Word of God preached, and to receive
the Sacraments. Giving some of God’s financial gifts to us to the church does not pay for these things, but it
allows them to continue to be, and to be available to all people–ourselves and those whom God will send us.
That’s our case. It’s a good case. If we are Christians, it has to be worth at least as much as any charity to which
we might give money. It’s not that the charities we support, whatever and wherever they are, do not deserve
money from us. It’s that the church also has a significant and legitimate claim on us.
When it’s time for Carlynn and I to fill out our estimate of giving card this year in the church where my wife and I
worship when I am not serving a church, we will tithe. And all our tithe will do is to make it possible for more
babies to be baptized, children to be taught about Jesus, the injured to be prayed for, the despairing to find hope,
the dying to be comforted, and more people to hear about Jesus and His salvation. And for a Christian, that’s
everything.
~Pastor Debra
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Stewardship
IT’S ALMOST HERE !
November 3
Consecration Sunday Worship
and Celebration Luncheon
The gifts we offer are important to God. Our giving is an opportunity for each of us to grow spiritually in our
relationship with God. Your gifts of money, time and talent enable the church to serve Christ, to help others and to
spread the Word. Prepare for Consecration Sunday. Take time to think about and pray about your giving.
What is God calling you to give to God’s church from what God has given you?

Our annual Budget / Financial Meeting will be held following worship on Sunday, November 24.
Sign–up and stay for a sweet & savory buffet before the meeting,
and then plan to attend and support the work and ministry of our church.

M.E.T. Update
The cottage meetings are completed and Adoration came through again. I would like to thank everyone who
participated. In all, we had 67 participants in 8 meetings which is considered very successful. As you know, the
purpose of the cottage meetings was twofold. First, they provided an opportunity for each member to openly express
their individual point of view in a small group setting without criticism. Second, they allowed the MET to gather
information it was missing to properly complete the final report, the MSP.
The massive amount of raw data that was collected was reviewed. The primary conclusions from the four questions
were:
1. Growth in membership requires change. What one change would you be willing to make to have Adoration
grow?
-Make effort to talk to people in church you don’t know, both members and visitors. (22)
-Volunteer, participate, get more involved. (15)
2. What specific qualities would the ideal pastor have for you to grow in faith and action?
-Good listener, relatable, people person, down to earth, one of us, empathetic. (26)
-Sermons that keep our interest, uses common language. (20)

3. We lack clarity in our mission. How can we be more involved in our community?
-Be more visible. (21)
-Get involved with Greenfield events. (10)
-More advertising. (10)
4. Do you want the Synod to screen out otherwise competent and qualified candidates if they are LGBT?
-Yes (6)
-No (58)
-Declined (3)
The MET will spend the rest of our time completing the MSP using all the information we have obtained. This
process will take at least a month. The Call Committee will be formed and trained soon after.
Bob Yersin, MET Chairman
ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Church Council Highlights
Here are some of the items discussed at the OCTOBER Church Council meeting:


The Council will need to meet with the MET to finalize the MSP before the tentative Town Hall meeting with the Bishop and Synod
staff on December 15.



Rev. Tim Tahtinen who was on the Greater Milwaukee Synod Executive Council shared the new Synod mission: We Follow
Jesus, Form Community and Love All.



Sean McGinty went through the proposed budget for 2020 section by section and explained how they came to the dollar amounts
listed. A proposed budget was accepted.



Council approved a motion that the church does not support solicitation of money to individuals even if that money is to be used for
another charity.



For the Trunk or Treat event the Council affirmed that only adults accompanying children may take their photos. And only adults
accompanying children may give identifying information regarding their children to the church.



Kathy Wakefield moved that we appoint Sandy Eigner as the liaison of Social Ministry. Tom Nowakowski seconded the motion,
motion carried.



Sunday School will not be held on November 3, due to the celebration luncheon on Consecration Sunday. It will also not be held on
November 24, due to the Annual Budget Meeting following worship.

For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes posted on the
kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.


The Council is now soliciting applications for the call committee. Forms are on the table in the narthex. They are due back
to Ted Lazaris by November 17.

THE SUGGESTION BOX
A reminder that we have a box on the table near the
door leading out of the narthex. It is for suggestions
or loving concerns. The Council President monitors
the box before every Council meeting. Please use it
if you have an idea or concern you would like to
share. Anonymous notes will not be given attention,
so please make sure and sign your name so we
know who has the concern and we can contact you if
we need clarity or more information and can get back
to you with the discussion that happened at Council
about your note. Thanks for all your ongoing good
ideas!

Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 3! Turn your
clocks back Saturday night.
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All churches run on the hearts and talents--the gifts-- that God
has given to their members. If you are paying attention at
Adoration you will see the gifts of many people that come
together to keep Adoration vital and available to the southside
of the greater Milwaukee area: new windows in our doors;
a new patio outside the door near the altar; Cottage meetings
organized, held and transcribed; budget meetings held;
dinners planned and served; music organized and joyfully
offered; worship lovingly crafted and attended; newsletter
articles written and newsletters sent; children taught; Bibles
studied and discussed; people from across the world, and in
the neighborhood welcomed; meetings upon meetings held—
Council, the MET, Stewardship, Worship and Music, Evangelism. God looks upon all of the gifts given to God’s creatures
at Adoration, and all the many ways in which God is being
served. And your Pastor says: Thank you, and Amen. And God,
is grateful—and smiles.

Mark your calendar for these Upcoming Events!

BIRTHDAYS
11/02
11/02
11/04
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/10
11/10
11/12
11/12
11/13
11/13
11/16
11/17
11/17
11/19
11/22
11/22
11/24
11/27

Nina Ceccato
Brandon Eigner
Dick Kaquatosh
Cheryl Stefanski
Tiffany Lancour
Kevin Ziolkowski Jr.
Cheryl Hagfors
Lynda Wood
Doreen Timmerman
Lori Glisch
Jan Rinderle
Gary Kerlin
Joyce Weinert
Joani Bettin
Jeanette Nowakowski
Jason Williams
Mary Anne Markiewicz
Jeff Cwiklinski
Susan Wilde
Katie Schmidt
Myron Wargolet

THE SACRAMENT OF
HOLY BAPTISM

Noah Daniel Sobieski
son of John Jr. & Autumn Sobieski
was baptized into Christ
on October 6, 2019

WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETING
Wednesday, November 6, at 7:15 PM
BOOK CLUB
Monday, November 11, at 6:30 PM

WOMEN’S ADVENT
BY CANDLELIGHT

15 TH ANNUAL
WE LOVE OUR CHURCH
AUCTION
December 8
following worship

December 1
6:30-8:00 PM
(doors open at 6 PM)
Women of all ages are invited to join us
for an evening of reflection and fellowship
as we prepare our hearts and minds to
welcome the Christ child. Watch for the
sign up sheet in the narthex.

AAA MEMBERS
Tuesday, November 5
1:00 PM General Meeting
2:00 PM Deli Delight Presentation

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Tuesday, December 3
11:00 AM Musical Entertainment by
Pam & the Accidentals
12:00 PM Potluck Luncheon and
Gift Exchange

That’s right, it’s our 15th
annual WE LOVE OUR
CHURCH Auction!
Our membership is
blessed to have so
many talented people who do woodworking, quilting, painting, crafts. and
much more. This was demonstrated
last year by what was donated. I am
asking once again for your generous
donations to help support our church.
Perhaps you would like to donate one
of your famous cakes, pies, or batch
of cookies. Or purchase something to
donate to help support the auction.
Whatever you can do will be greatly
appreciated. Last year $2,206.00 was
raised, let’s see if we can top that
amount! Proceeds will be designated
to our General Fund. To donate items
please see Ted or Mardy Lazaris at
church or call 421-0848. Thank you!
The Auction Committee

FUN & FELLOWSHIP!
Sunday, December 8
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Bring any cookie dough and pans to church and have fun baking and decorating
cookies! We will have frostings and sprinkles for cookies. Cookie tasting will be
allowed. Cookies may also be made for the cookie sale the following week. We are
also showing the family friendly film “ The Star.” So bring a friend or two and come
join the fun! The Evangelism Committee

Our book discussion will be “Ishmael”
by Daniel Quinn. All are welcome!
ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE & BAKE SALE

R.I.C.
CONGREGATIONAL SUMMIT

Saturday, December 14
8:30 AM—1:00 PM
It’s time to start buying your butter, sugar and sprinkles and begin looking in
your cookbooks or online for some yummy baked good recipes! Our Bake
Sale is quickly approaching and we need many volunteers to bake for our
sale to make it a success. Cookies, breads, pies, fudge, and candy all sell
very well.
Sign-up sheets will be out in November and we encourage
everyone to participate to bake as well as pack cookies.
We will be packaging baked goods on Friday, December 13,
starting at 9:00 AM. Proceeds from the sale will go to
Adoration’s General Fund. Thank you in advance for your
support and donations. The Evangelism Committee

This event is for congregations that are RIC,
looking to become RIC or anyone who wants
to be part of the Greater Milwaukee Synod
LGBTQ Ministry. There will be time for RIC
congregations to discuss how they can better
live out their RIC identity. You are all invited to
attend this event. Come learn and meet others!
R.I.C.—Reconciling In Christ Team

REPAIRERS OF THE BREACH

ASCENSION FOOD PANTRY

Life-Saving. Life-Sustaining. Life-Restoring

As you prepare to celebrate this Thanksgiving holiday with
family and friends, please remember our neighbors who rely
on donations to the Ascension Food Ministry cart in the
narthex. Consider picking up a few extras to make the
holidays a little brighter for those in need. Suggested items
include: stuffing, boxed potatoes, cornbread, canned veggies
(e.g., green beans, yams, corn), cranberry relish, pie filling,
soups, or gravy. Thank you for your continued support and a
special thank you to Ted & Mardy Lazaris for delivering our
food gifts each month.

The weather outside is getting colder, now is the time to
help and share with the homeless. How can you help?
Pray and Donate! We will be collecting items for both men
and women through November 23.
Donation items needed: socks, shoes, underwear (medium
– 3X), coats, new pillows or pillowcases, toiletries: (in trial /
travels sizes) deodorant, tissue, lip balm; lotion/hand cream,
disposable razors, shampoo/conditioner, body soap or
wash, toothbrushes/toothpaste and Vaseline.
A collection bin will be located in the front entry way of
church. Thank you for supporting the less fortunate with
your generous donations.

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
Year to Date offerings of $ 2,017.00 for World Hunger.
Thank you!

Those who are generous are blessed,
for they share their bread with the poor.
Proverbs 22:9
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Saturday, November 2
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church
8424 W. Center St., Milwaukee 53222
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Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Hebrews 13:16

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH
PROGRAM
Volunteers are needed to provide rides to run errands, shopping, appointments, and other transportation needs. Help is
needed with minor household repairs, yard work and snow
shoveling. Volunteering is on a flexible basis, (when you are
available). For more information call the Neighborhood
outreach office at 414-421-3678.

Meru & Mulala—Our Partners in Ministry
Adoration hosted the Welcome Dinner & Worship for the Meru Delegation on October 8.
It was a special day of worship and fellowship.

ADORATION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Mission Statement:
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving
God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, educating
the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships.

Reconciling in Christ:
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ”
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender
identity or sexual orientation.
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