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On February 2, following worship, Adoration will hold our 

all-important Town Hall meeting.  On that day Bishop Paul 

Erickson and Pastor Kristin Nielsen will be present along 

with our Council and Call Committee so that the Mission 

Exploration Team (MET) will be able to present to all of 

you the completed Ministry Site Profile (MSP) which will 

be used by the Call Committee in the search for our new    

Pastor.  The MET has worked hard since spring of 2019 to 

gather information and data from all of you which they have 

synthesized into the MSP.  This is an extremely important 

meeting in the life of Adoration and we hope that all of you 

will be able to be present on this day! 

Join us at our  

Church Town Hall Meeting 

February 2, 2020 
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A word from the Pastor... 

I was hugging someone after worship recently and thanking them for the care that they had been providing for 
one of our members who is no longer able to be at church.  I see God in her actions and I wanted to thank her. 
 
Here’s the thing you never know where or how God is going to find you. 
 
When I was a ninth grader I had an English teacher named Miss Moser.  She was an outstanding teacher who 
made Shakespeare in the form of Romeo and Juliet come alive.  Students who probably read nothing more than 
comic books found themselves reading Catcher in the Rye for Miss Moser and even enjoying it.  In addition to 
being an outstanding teacher she was a devout Christian.  As a thirteen year old I watched her and one day 
thought to myself: I want to be like her. I want what she has. And then I realized that if I started going to 
church myself, perhaps I could.  God had found me in the person of Miss Moser. 
 
Some years later I met a nun named Sister Susan.  Sister Susan was bright and bubbly and absolutely on fire 
with the love of God. And again, I thought, I want what she has.  The process of becoming a nun is long and 
challenging but God again had found me in the person of Sister Susan. 
 
Many years later I met a minister, the Rev. Jann Weaver.  Jann was the Pastor of a United Church of Christ 
church near where I lived in Madison.  I was still a Roman Catholic but one Sunday I went to worship at her 
church with a friend of mine. Jann was an outstanding preacher and I was entranced with her preaching gifts.  
But I was a Roman Catholic and the thought of ordination was not ever in my mind. 
 
But some months later, actually Christmas eve of 1985, on the way home from visiting my mother in           
Milwaukee, on my own private road to Emmaus (in my case, I-94!), I thought back about that worship with   
the Rev. Weaver and thought, I want what she has.  I was electrified when I realized that, though I did not 
know what it would take to seek ordination in any tradition, God had again found me.  
 
It took awhile but ten years later I was ordained to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church. 
 
I think that God is always looking for us.  I think that God is wanting to be closer to each one of us. And I think 
that God puts people in front of us who will make God’s desires for us clear, if we just keep our eyes open. 
And sometimes, even if we have them firmly shut. 
 
The flip side of this, of course, is that we are the ones who bring God to one another.  I would not have found 
the joy of worship and Christian fellowship had it not been for Miss Moser.  I would not have had those       
precious seven years in the convent had it not been for Sister Susan.  And I surely would never have thought of 
myself in ordained ministry had it not been for the Rev. Weaver.  It was through all of them that God found me. 
 
God is looking for you and God will find you.  It’s easier for God if you are sort of on the look out for God.  
And remember that God finds us often through other people.  You just might be one of those people that God 
uses to find someone else.  And wouldn’t that be a blessing? 
 
~Pastor Debra 

Join us for worship on Ash Wednesday, February 26, 
at 6:15 PM as we begin our Lenten journey. 

+ + + 



Here are some of the items discussed at the JANUARY Church Council meeting: 
 

 Three big issues we need to continue to work on here at Adoration: 

Communication– we cannot over communicate 

Understanding that our Pastor is a partner in ministry with us 

Staying in our lanes or communicating if you have to go between the lanes 
 

 No one has stepped forward to manage the Rummage Sale.  We have until February 11, 2020, at this next Council meeting 

Council will vote to continue or not continue the rummage sale. 
 

 The Christmas rummage resale went well.  They made over $800 in profit.  Money is designated to go to Tanzania. 
 

 Larry Markiewicz reported 13 people gave memorial gifts in memory of Dave Kietzmann, for a total of $390.  These monetary 

gifts will go into the “General Memorial” fund. 
 

 Kathy Wakefield reported that she has finished entering the pledges into the computer.  61 pledges for a total of $153,534. 
 

 Janet McGinty is planning special music for Easter.  There will be special music from the choir for all the Holy Week services. 
 

For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes posted on 
the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives.   

Church Council Highlights 

LOVINGKINDNESS SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 16 
Congregational members are asked to go out into the community and perform random acts of lovingkindness.  This is a 
way to give back to our community, invite them to worship and promote Adoration Lutheran Church.  Here are a few    
suggestions: 

 

-  Shovel snow for someone 

-  Get the mail for someone who has difficulty getting it for themselves 

-  Take a neighbor's dog for a walk 

-  Cook a meal for someone 

-  Go to a restaurant and offer to pay for someone's meal 

-  Bring a bouquet of flowers to a nursing home to beautify a common area 

-  Give a bus pass to someone who uses the bus 

-  Bring a box of candy to the police station, fire department, or hospital, just to say thanks 

 

Adoration serves the dinner for Divine Intervention on this day. The guests are always in need of warm socks, granola 
bars (no nuts), Pop Tarts, instant oatmeal, bottled water and hand warmers. If you would like to bring in any of these 

items, there will be a basket in the narthex. The hosts for the evening will be glad to deliver them. Thank you! 
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ADORATIONEVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WHAT ARE WE “OFFERING” AT THE OFFERING? 

We “offer” not what are our own possessions, but a grateful response to God’s abundant gifts to us.   

We “offer” to God visible thanks for what we have not earned, but received as gifts from our God.   

We “offer” ourselves, our lives, and our financial resources. 

Stewardship 
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BIRTHDAYS 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2/01   Roxanne Wolfgram 
2/06 Lauren Bednar 
2/06 Anneliese Ward 
2/08 John Sobieski 
2/10 Ted Lazaris 
2/12 Welton Dye 
2/14 Jennine Dichard 
2/16  Alexandra Willms 
2/19 Ingrid Lakich 
2/20 Jenna Bednar 
2/22 Sandy Young 
2/23 Kanada Gavitt 
2/23 Tom Nowakowski 
2/24 Mark Glisch 
2/25  Jeff Faltersack 
2/27 Craig Beyler 
2/28 Russell Schwoch 

2/11 Tom & Nancy Czarapata 
2/15 Jeff & Brenda Schneider 
2/22 Myron & Lori Wargolet 
2/28 Donald & Joyce Weinert 

AAA NEWS 
Our next meeting will be on  
February 4, at 1:00 PM.  
Following the meeting we will 
play some new games that 
members will be bringing in. 
 

All adult members are welcome 
to join our fellowship. 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
Consider sending a   
Valentine card to our 
homebound members to 
cheer them.  A current 

list is on the kiosk in the gathering  
room. 

Let  
LOVE  

guide your life. 
 

Colossians 3:14 

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you have not picked up this 
years offering envelopes they 
are available in the church   
office.  Please recycle 2019 
envelopes.  Do not use these as 
your offering number may have 
changed.  Thank you. 

END OF YEAR  
GIVING STATEMENTS 

Tax statements are available in 
the gathering room for those 
who have made a recorded  
donation in 2019. If you need 
your statement mailed to you, 
please call the church office.   

BIBLE QUIZ 
 

Paul declares that nothing “will be 
able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus or Lord.”  
Which of the following does Paul 
specify as unable to block God’s 
love? 
 
A. death; life 
B. angels; demons 
C. present; future 
D. height; depth 
E. All of the above 
 
(Answer :  See Romans 8:38-39) 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The 2020 Flower Chart has been 
posted in the main entry way of 
church.  If you would like to help 
decorate our sanctuary with one of 
the weekly arrangements, just sign 
up on the chart.  Remember to print 
your name and the reason you are 
offering the flowers (anniversary, 
birthday, memorial, etc.)  The cost 
is $30.00 and can be added to your 
weekly offering envelope, or by 
using one of the “flower” envelopes 
located next to the chart on the   
bulletin board. 

THE LAMP OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
A light shines in the darkness... 

 

If you would like to offer the Lamp 
of God’s Presence as a memorial or 
celebration, simply fill in your name 
and reason on the appropriate date 
on the sign-up chart.  The chart is 
located on the bulletin board in the 
main entryway of church.  The cost 
is $5.00 per week and can be added 
in on your weekly envelopes. Or you 
can use one of the  special envelopes 
located on the bulletin board. 

THANK YOU 
To the McGinty team for serving 
dinner to our homeless neighbors  
at Divine Invention on February 16.  
Also to all the members who brought 
in food donations to help complete 
the meal. 
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ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
 

Year to Date Offerings of $48.00 
Thank you! 

ASCENSION FOOD MINISTRY 
Your consistent donations of food items to our shopping 
cart are helping to keep the food pantry well supplied 
during these cold winter months.  Thank you for your 
generous hearts.  Also a special thank you to Ted & Mardy 
Lazaris for delivering our food gifts each month. 

Gods Conversation Hearts 
 
Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. 
Use them to remind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest love of all: God’s love for us, which empowers our love 
for others. For example:  
 
• TRUE LOVE: What love is truer  than giving up one’s only Son so people might have everlasting life?  (John 3:16)  

• MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep.  (John 10:27-29)  

• FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love”.  (Jeremiah 31:3) 

• LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our  whole being.  (Luke 10:27) 

• TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal life.  (John 14:1-3) 

• SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey.  (Psalm 119:103) 

• BE GOOD: We show our love for  Chr ist by keeping his commands.  (John 14:15) 

• CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer .  (Jeremiah 33:3) 

• FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your  life for  your  fr iends (John 15:13) — precisely what Jesus did.  

• #1: “We love because [God] first loved us”.  (1 John 4:19) 

News & Notes ... 

COMEDY NIGHT at On The Edge Bar and Grill 
 

Friday, February 28 
 

The Evangelism Committee invites you to a fun night out at On The Edge Bar and Grill (6815 W. Edgerton Avenue). 
 

Seating begins at 6:30pm.  Show starts at 7:00pm.  Cost- $5.00 per person at the door (credit cards are not accepted). 
Limited seating (90 available). This event is open to the public, as well.  There will be drinks and pizza available for 
purchase. 
 

Comedian, Lee “LA” Lycan has entertained thousands across the country with his family friendly comedy.  
His act is creative, well-written, and improvisational.  He always gets the audience involved.  Come enjoy  
the evening!  A sign-up sheet is on the table in the gathering space.  

ADORATIONLC.ORG 
 

Have you checked out our website lately?  Did you know that our church events, Bible studies, Christian fellowship 
groups, newsletters, and church history are all accessible on our website.  We also have information about our      
partnership with Meru.  Simply go to adorationlc.org and click on the tab at the top of the page that you are interest-
ed in.  You will be automatically directed to the correct page.  A big thank you to Rich Regent for keeping your web-
site up to date.  Also to Jim & Wendy Haas and Dave Krueger for updating our church sign. 



ETCETERA  …Our Mission Continues 6 

Meru & Mulala ~ Our Partners in Ministry 

Mulala and Telescopes to Tanzania 
 

It’s hard to believe that this all started with Pr. Chuck Ruehle asking if he could bring a few Galileo telescopes 
to Tanzania when he traveled with his wife Pr Sue Ruehle, interim pastor at Adoration at the time, and the 
2010 Adoration delegation. God is good! 
 
After a long, seemingly endless three months of rain, the sun has come 
out and the students have arrived –in droves! 
 
Zacharia writes, “Today, Pendaeli and I received 200 Confirmation   
students and 15 teacher from Mulala Parish which is made of three    
sub-parishes, Kilinga, Kyuta and Mulala itself. They came for a youth 
conference hosted by Ailanga and led by the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Meru. This is the first big group we ever received–and it was really 
big!” 
 
“They visited our observatory and we were able to give a short tour for 
them, explaining what [astronomers] do. The kids were so excited to see 
such a big telescope, something they never knew it is existing. For      
example one young boy didn’t want to leave the observatory until he 
could see through a telescope. So we provided him a small telescope 
and in the end he left with a great memory.”  

 
“The teachers promised to come back and make appointment for night 
observation.” 
 
What a day! 
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Here are a few more suggestions for sharing God’s love. 
 

*  Join a Habitat build 
*  Cook and serve for Divine Intervention 
*  Visit the homebound 
*  Volunteer for older adults thru ERAS Neighborhood Outreach Program 
*  Cheer a friend up with a phone call or card 
*  Bake cookies for a neighbor 
*  Bring in non-perishable food for Ascension Food Ministry 
*  Smile and say hello to strangers you pass 
 

You will feel God’s power within you as you pass your blessings unto those in need. 

Divine Intervention 
A collaborative ministry of over 52 intra-faith communities, including Adoration! 

 
Divine Intervention is an intra-faith ministry providing emergency overnight safe sanctuary to the homeless, 
respecting the dignity of all God’s adult children. Beyond safe sanctuary and the provision for basic needs,  
the ministry creates community which allows the “authentic self” of Overnight Guests to re-engage 
through self-awareness and relationships; prompting supported personal development. Divine Intervention is  
a caring  community created through the ministry of individuals just like me and you…and the Guests     
themselves! There are several parts to the ministry: 
 
An Overnight Prayer Vigil/Warming Room runs nightly December 1 - March 31. It includes S.O.S. 
Meals (Sharing Our Suppers) served at Tippecanoe Presbyterian Church (125 W. Saveland), a DI Laundry 
Ministry for the Guests, and mobile shower.  
 
Friday Night Potluck Dinners served every Friday @ 6pm April 1 - November 31 hosted at var ious Bay 
View Churches. Graced Saturday Mornings hosted by Grace Presbyterian Church to provide added support 
for winter weekends. 
 
From April - October, two Guests have an opportunity to have a meaning-centered summer experience as  
Garden Keepers doing community gardening as par t of the hunger  ministry called just.good.food.  
  
All 52 Sundays and Mondays a year, Larry Under the Bridge brings significant bagged dinners and basic  
supplies to local campers/homeless in our area.  
 
Project Home coordinates collecting and distr ibuting household furnishings of all types to homeless 
placed into apartments.  Want to help donate and/or deliver?  Email: projecthomedi@gmail.com. 

Adoration participates in the Sharing Our Suppers (S.O.S.) once a month.  Meals are served at Tippecanoe 
Presbyterian Church, 125 W. Saveland. A host is needed to coordinate the meal and place a sign-up sheet in 
the narthex for volunteers to provide parts of the meals and/or serve. We typically serve 30-35 people, which 
includes the Guests, the night hosts, and 3-4 servers from Adoration. The dinner should be protein focused and 
include a vegetable and/or salad, side dish, 2 gallons of milk, and bread/butter. Desserts add a nice finishing 
touch, but no nuts, please!  
 
Our dates are: Sunday, February 16  5:30 Meal providers arrive 
  Monday, March 23  6:00 Guests enter 
      6:30 Announcements and prayer 
      6:45 Time to eat (buffet style) 

The guests are assigned cleanup, so you are generally done by 7:30pm. If you are interested in hosting or  
serving, please contact Janet McGinty at 414-699-5989.  

Social Ministry 
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