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A d o r a t i o n  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

. . . O u r  M i s s i o n  C o n t i n u e s  

ETCETERA 

Dear friends of Adoration~ 
 

It is with sadness and joy that I share with you that my husband, Doug and I 

will be moving to Florida in a couple of weeks. 
 

What an honor it has been to work for all of you the past 10-years at Adoration!   

I made some dear friendships that I truly cherish.  I was blessed to be able to 

share the happy times and laugh with you, and cry with you during the sad 

times.  I will miss you!!!  Please know that I will continue to pray for Adoration.   
 

Thank you for this opportunity to serve you and our Lord. 
 

Blessed to be your church secretary, 

Lori Hamilton  

11130 Callisia Drive 

Odessa, FL 33556 

We are so very loved by our Lord.  
We are so very blessed in our church.   
 
This year we will not be celebrating Holy Week 
and Easter together as the calendar dictates.  
We will celebrate them in our hearts, in our  
prayers, and in our deep love for one another.  
But not in our building until it is safe to do so. 
 
When we are told that it is safe to gather again, we will have the 
service-to-end-all joyous services!  We will have, belatedly, a        
Celebratory Egg (and candy) Hunt for our children.  We will share 
Holy Communion, and break bread (with Meru coffee!) and              
remember—together—how much we love one another.   
 
In the meantime, we keep faith—with Jesus and with one another. 
We pray, we wait and watch, and we know that God is with us.  Our’s 
will be a rather long Gethsemane this year, following a very hard 
Lent.  But we trust in the Lord and know that Easter will come for 
each of us—brilliantly and complete.  And the eventually, we will get 
to celebrate it together.  Praise the Lord. 
 
With abiding love, Pastor Debra 
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While on retreat this past year I got to thinking about the difference between religion and spirituality.  I am thinking about 
it again as we journey together through Lent.  People tell me all the time (those who choose not to go to church) that they 
are “spiritual” but not “religious.”  I always feel some regret for those folks who do not get to experience the gifts of   
religion; of church.  But I also understand how religion is sometimes its own worst enemy. 
 
I watch as parts of our own tradition in Lutheranism struggle with dogmatic, unyielding ways of understanding our faith. 
And I think, whenever dogmatism wins, religion is diminished.  I listen to some people from parts of our tradition, often 
sadly clergy, who want to decree salvation for some–for their kind–and moral disaster for others.  And I look around me 
here at Adoration and beyond Adoration, at the godliness, the sheer goodness, of those who would be exiled or excluded 
from full participation in religion–and I know that religion betrays the very God of love that it teaches.  And I want to 
weep.  Because in this church of our’s, there are no outcasts. 
 
I think that when religion divides people on the basis of some purported religious superiority, rather than uniting us as 
common creatures of a common God, then the garment of our common humanity is torn.  I think religion at its worst is a 
sham.  But religion at its best anchors us to the best in ourselves, as well.  I mean, just think about how many ways love is 
found here at Adoration! 
 
It is religion that teaches us repetitively that only God is God.  And we are not.  Religion gives us hope that God’s  
goodness and grace will make up for what we do not have.  We hear in religion that when we are weak, God is our 
strength.  When we are abandoned, we are not alone. God is with us.  And so, we do not despair in the midst of great 
hardship and pain. At its best, religion gives us all this. 
 
And religion also offers us a treasure trove of models of how to live a holy life.  Jesus and St. Francis, and Mary, the 
mother of Jesus.  But also Betty, the mother of Ted, and Ione Mayer, Dave Kietzmann, and Joe Bettin. 
 
Joan Chittister, a favorite author of mine, suggests that “the tension between religion at it best and religion at its worst 
drives people from church to church searching for authenticity.” 
 
People come here to Adoration searching for an authentic expression of the Christian faith; seeking God, and seeking 
those who seek God.  I pray, oh how I do pray, that they will always find both within this merry little band of  
Christians.  With love, ~~Pastor  Debra 

A word from the Pastor... 

Greetings from your Adoration Call Committee! 
We have been working very hard during our call process with prayer-filled diligence and wanted to update you on 
our progress.  
 

The six of us first met together in early February and then followed with a joint meeting with the MET team later 
that month. Each of us has studied our MSP and after feeling confident in our knowledge of the document and with 
further feedback from the MET team, we were ready to form our questions for our potential pastoral candidates.  
 

We were planning on meeting again on Monday, March 23rd for final preparations prior to a practice interview that 
was scheduled for Monday, March 30th. (The practice interview is with a volunteer pastor suggested by the Synod.) 
Unfortunately, due to the current health crisis, we have prayerfully decided to reschedule these meetings and are 
hoping to meet again as soon as possible. We are excited to continue moving forward and are anticipating some 
helpful feedback before we begin the process of interviewing actual candidates. We ask for your continued prayers 
and blessings as we continue on our path in seeking a pastor who is the best fit for our congregation! 
 

Stay healthy and connected to each other as we pray together in this time of uncertainty. 
 

Yours in Christ, Sandy Young 
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Here are some of the items discussed at the MARCH Church Council meetings: 
 

 Rummage sale:  Janet McGinty has offered to plan the Rummage sale this year. Sandy moved that we have the rummage sale 

June 11, 12 and 13, 2020.  Larry seconded the motion, motion carried.  The Book sale will also occur during this time, it will be 
separate from the rummage sale. 

 

 Church Picnic:  Jeanette Nowakowski would like to have the church picnic on July 19, 2020.  Sandy moved to have the picnic on 

July 19, 2020.  Jim seconded the motion, motion carried.  The picnic will start at 11:00 a.m. run until 3:00 p.m.  Church service 
this day will start at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 Adoration’s Annual Meeting: scheduled for May 17, 2020 after the church service. 

 

 Bishop suggested the Council needed to discuss a couple issues regarding a new Pastor: 

    Do they need to live in the south side community?  After a discussion period- Tom moved that we make no community  
    restrictions for the new Pastor.  Jim seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 

    What about that LGBTQ issue?  Again, after some discussion, Sandy moved that we do not screen out anybody from the  
    LGBTQ community.  Sean seconded the motion, motion carried.   This information will be forwarded to Pastor Kristin at the 
    Synod. 
 

 Directory:  Everyone is asked to make sure their picture and information is updated for the church directory. 

 

 Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 13-17, 2020.  Time yet to be determined. 

 

 Mulala Sunday is scheduled for April 26, 2020.  (Editor’s note: on hold for now) 
 

 Social Ministry will be having a game night at Adoration on April 24, 2020 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., you are being asked to bring a 

snack to share and your own beverages.  They will be asking the people attending to bring items on Devine Intervention’s “short 
list”, also this evening.  A list of items needed, will be put out on the table.   (Editor’s note: on hold for now) 

 

 Motorcycle:  The committee that is involved with selling the motorcycle will be planning a meeting to discuss options they may 

have to sell the motorcycle.  More information to follow. 
 
For more information on any or all of these items, please check the complete Council minutes 
posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or contact one of your Council representatives. 

Church Council Highlights 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

May 17, 2020 
 Pastor’s Report 

 Committee Reports 

 Election of Council Members 

 Financial Update 

 Looking ahead at our Mission and Ministry 



Non-Profit 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Milwaukee, WI 

Permit No. 2449 

Address Serv ice  Requested  

Mission Statement:  
Living in God’s love we share the good news of Jesus through spirited worship, serving 
God in our daily lives, creating a welcoming space to all, providing outreach, educating 
the young and old, and creating worldwide partnerships. 

Reconciling in Christ: 
Adoration Evangelical Lutheran Church identifies itself as a “Reconciling in Christ” 
congregation and publicly welcomes all persons to full membership and participation 
in the ministry we share without regard to race, ethnicity, social status, ability, gender 
identity or sexual orientation. 

Adoration Lutheran Church 
3840 W. Edgerton Avenue 

Greenfield, WI  53221 

 

Phone: (414) 281-0414 

Email: adorationelca@hotmail.com 

Website: adorationlc.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/

adorationlutheran 

 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Debra Trakel 

 

Worship Times: 

Sunday Morning……………………………………...9:00 AM 

Wednesday Evening ……………………………..6:15 PM 

 
 

______________________________ 
 

APRIL 2020 

Volume #25, Number #4 

Published Monthly 

 

Dated Material — Please Expedite 

______________________________ 

4/02 Justin Sneesby 
4/03 Wayne Anderson 
4/07 Mardy Lazaris 
4/13 Bernice Young 
4/16 Nancy Czarapata 
4/16 Elaine Lahti 
4/16 Walt Stasiewski 
4/17 Kay Hacker 
4/17 Terry Krueger 
4/17 Sean McGinty 
4/19 Jared Lang 
4/19 Alexandra Schmidt 
4/23 Kim Gentz 
4/25 Piper Simon 
4/27 Jennifer Kode 
4/27 Darlene Witkowiak 
4/28 George Becker 
4/29 Bob Bauer 
4/29 Autumn Sobieski 
4/29 Jessica Swick 

4/02 Bill and Kay Hacker 
4/03 Bill and Kathy Wakefield 
4/04 Ron and Denise Kowalczyk 
4/06 Lou and Karen Tischer 

APRIL 2020 

Our deepest 
sympathy is 
extended to 
the family and 
friends of Joe 

Bettin. Joe passed on February 22.  
A Memorial Service will be held at 
Adoration Lutheran Church at a 
future date. 
 
We pray that God will continue to 

comfort all who mourn. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

A note of thanks from Joyce Tevz- 
 

“Dear Secret Pal,  
Thank you for the beautiful card wishing me ‘winter wishes’.  It brightened up my day!” 

God of the present moment, 
God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; 
bring hope and courage to us as 
we wait in uncertainty. 
 
Bring hope that you will make 
us the equal of whatever lies 
ahead. Bring us courage to     
endure what cannot be avoided, 
for your will is health and 
wholeness;  you are God, and   
we need you.  Amen. 


