Adoration Lutheran Church Midweek Worship
Manna and Mercy
Evening Prayer with Holy Communion
Prelude
Please remain seated.

Welcome and Centering Prayer
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.
We greet one another with a sign of peace.

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. Glory to God for ever and ever.
Loving God, we gather at the end of this day. We pause to rest in you.
Quiet our minds that they may be still, fill our hearts that we may abide your steadfast
mercy. Feed us with the constant nourishment of your Word. Be present among us, O Christ.
Amen

God meets us with Mercy
Confession
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
But, if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most Merciful God: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
May you bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,
so that we may live deep within our hearts.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone.
May you bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
We have not loved you with our whole hearts, and we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.
May you bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and
war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and turn their pain into joy.
For the sake of your son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name.
And may you bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this
world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. Amen

Absolution
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Gracious God, who has named and claimed us, calling us your beloved children,
you know the secrets of our hearts.
When we sin and stray from your paths, you astound us with your saving grace.
For this Word of life, we give you thanks.
Loving Jesus, living Word, in you the kingdom of God has come near;
through you all that was lost has been found. Help us to boldly follow wherever you may lead,
trusting your promise that we need not fear, for you are with us.
For this Word of life, we give you thanks.
Holy Spirit, the mystery in which we dwell, into our scarcity, your abundance flows.
Enliven all communities with your good news. Guide us to love and serve Jesus,
giving ourselves away for the sake of the world.
For this Word of life, we give you thanks.
You are invited to stand.

Gathering Hymn # 661 “I Love to Tell the Story”
Prayer of the Evening
Let us pray.
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment
of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read them, mark them, learn them, and
inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever
hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
Please be seated.

God nourishes us with the Manna of God’s Holy Word
Our worship throughout Lent and the beginnings of Easter will center around the writings and
drawings of Pastor Daniel Erlander, an ELCA pastor and author whose book, Manna and Mercy, tells
the whole story of God and God’s beloved creation –
“A Brief History of God’s Unfolding Promise”.

Beginnings (Genesis)

In the midst of a vast universe of stars and galaxies there exists
a little speck called Planet Earth. God loves Planet Earth.
And everything on this planet, including a very mysterious thing called

Life!
We cannot explain life. It does things like breathe, reproduce, eat,
change, grow, and finally die to nourish other life. (Genesis 1)
God once created a special being called “human.”
These partner creatures enjoyed God and helped the Creator
take care of the beautiful garden called Earth.
God smiled. All had enough, and the partner creatures loved God and
helped God. God looked at Earth and said...Tov!

God’s celebration was disrupted when the earth creatures decided they
could find joy in ways other than living as partners with God.

Humans decided to become big deals.
How did humans know if they were big deals?
They knew by bossing other humans around,
by piling up stuff, and by dominating nature.
God groaned. Planet Earth groaned. God thought about destroying
Planet Earth, or at least snuffing out the humans.

But God, in passionate love, decided on another way.
The Bible tells the story of God’s new way. It is a story of friendship,
passion, promise, disappointment, hope and self-giving love.

It is a story of God mending the universe.
Reflection
Hymn #879

For The Beauty of the Earth

Beginnings (Exodus)
Once upon a time God was vexed with a nation called Egypt.
In this nation a big deal Pharaoh was on top
and slaves were on the bottom.

The slaves, moaning under the brutal oppression, cried out to God.

God heard their cry and recruited a reluctant man named Moses,
a relative of the slaves, to help with a liberation.

Moses led the slaves out of Egypt to the east.
The Pharaoh chased them and trapped them at the shore of the Sea of Reeds.
The liberator God blew on the water, and the former slaves walked across on dry
ground. The army of Pharaoh pursued but got stuck in the mud.
The people were now free! They sang a song of liberation:
Yahweh is our strength and our song,

and Yahweh has become our salvation

Yahweh thought and thought, “Now that I have birthed a people,
what shall I do with them?” Yahweh thought of a wonderful plan:
1. I will tenderly raise my people to live as partners with me.
2. My people will teach other nations how to live.
3. Other nations will become partners with me and spread my ways.
God went to work on the plan. The first step was to lead the people into the
wilderness. This precarious wilderness land would become God’s classroom,
the place where the people would learn how to live.

Reflection
Hymn #326

Bless Now, O God, the Journey

God Hears our Cries and Prayers for Mercy
You are invited to stand.

Prayers of God’s People
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us;
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering,
and for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion all
the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Christ our
Lord. Amen
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage,
not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God Feeds and Refreshes Us With a Manna Meal
Eucharistic Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.
You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys,
and taught them by the prophets.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

Words of Institution
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal,
and make us one in this community of faith and with your people throughout the world.
Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High,
now and forever. Amen.
You may be seated. You are invited to come forward and receive Communion Elements or a blessing,
return to your place, and consume the bread and juice.
All are welcome at Christ’s table—a place where there’s enough for all.
You may bring up your offering and place it in the basket on your way forward into worship.

Communion
Hymn During Communion #500

Now We Remain

Post-Communion Blessing
Prayer
Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,
nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life,
strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Benediction
Dismissal
Go forth this night in peace, may God’s stories lead us and Christ’s presence accompany us as
we partner to mend the universe. Thanks be to God.
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