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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Today’s worship service uses our red hymnal,  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship.   
 

Prelude                            Barbara Regent 

Welcome and Announcements 

The Ringing of the Chimes 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

You are invited to stand. Children are invited to come forward and 

play percussion instruments from the risers. 

Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to Worship at 

Adoration! If you’re visiting 

with us or new to our 

congregation, please 

introduce yourself to Pastor 

Matt. We are glad you’re 

here! 

 

 

 

In the season of Easter, we 

will flip the order of our 

bible passages and hear 

sermons on the readings 

appointed from the Book of 

Revelation. 

The book of Revelation, 

written sometime in the late 

first century, applied 

traditional Jewish 

apocalyptic 

imagery to the situation of 

the early Christian church at 

a time when the Roman 

Empire commanded that 

emperors be worshiped as 

divine. Apocalyptic visions 

predict a cataclysmic final 

battle at which God will 

finally overcome evil. These 

visions are tied to “John,” 

which means “beloved of 

God,” and may be 

invoking the authority of the 

John in the original Jesus 

movement. The seven spirits 

are angels that 

oversee the seven churches 

to which the Revelation is 

addressed. 
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Children’s Time 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over  

from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,  

who was, who is, and who is to come.  

Water is poured into the font  

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely  

from your throne: through the earth, through the city, 

through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;  

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters 

you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You 

open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more.  

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.  

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.  

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be 

honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.  

Alleluia! Amen 

 

Gathering Hymn Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 

ELW #735 

 

 

 

Young people are called 

forward for an age-specific 

reflection. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We are baptized once, but 

every Sunday, we are 

reminded of our baptism. In 

the season of Easter, where 

we celebrate God’s “Yes” to 

life and the power of 

resurrection, we begin our 

worship with the 

Thanksgiving for Baptism, a 

reminder of God’s many 

saving works using water’s 

creative power and the 

work of the Holy Spirit. We 

use this special baptism 

thanksgiving prayer crafted 

for use amid the war and 

tragedy of the invasion of 

Ukraine. 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise This is the Feast (ELW Setting 8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Resurrection of Our 

Lord begins the season of 

Easter—a time of praise and 

celebration as we give 

thanks for our Lord’s 

triumph over sin and death. 

Throughout these Great 50 

Days, we sing “This is the 

Feast,” filled with imagery 

and quotations from the 

Book of Revelation. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord, our good shepherd, in the midst of this wonderfully 

messy life, guide us along right pathways and as we stumble 

and bumble along hold your promise to never let us go.  

For in the midst of all that would bring us down, stretch us 

out and pull us in all directions. 

May we hear the call to life, to get up and serve as Tabitha 

who was “devoted to good works and acts of charity’ for the 

most vulnerable in our midst. May we do the same as we live 

into resurrection hope, O Lord, as you keep calling us to 

make a difference in the world. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Acts 9:36-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which 

in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of 

charity.  37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had 

washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.  38 Since Lydda was near 

Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to 

him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.”  39 So Peter 

got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the 

room upstairs. 

All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and 

other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.  40 

Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 

turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” 

Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.  41 He gave 

her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he 

showed her to be alive.  42 This became known throughout Joppa, and 

many believed in the Lord.  43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some 

time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorcas was a faithful and 

devoted woman of charity in 

the community of Joppa. Her 

kindness and her work with 

clothing were well-known, 

especially to the widows in 

town. When she fell ill and 

died, Peter raised her back 

to life through the power of 

prayer. 
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Psalm 23 (from the Spark Children’s Story Bible) 

David sang this song to his sheep, thankful for all the ways God 

loved and cared for him. 

God is my shepherd—giving me all I need. God gives me 

wonderful places to rest and sleep. Letting me splash and play in 

cool, clear waters, God helps me do what is right. 

I am not afraid—even in the darkest nights because you are with 

me, God, and your protection comforts me. When danger comes, 

you give me strength. My life is filled with your love, 

and all I want is to be with you my whole life long. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Lesson: John 10:22-30 

A reading from the Gospel of John. 

 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. 

It was winter,  23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico 

of Solomon.  24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 

“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell 

us plainly.”  25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not 

believe. 

The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me;  26 but you do 

not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.  27 My sheep 

hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.  28 I give them 

eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 

my hand.  29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and 

no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.  30 The Father and I are 

one.” 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fourth Sunday of Easter 

is also known as Good 

Shepherd Sunday. We 

always hear Psalm 23, today 

from a Children’s Story 

Bible. Even though many 

people have little or no 

firsthand understanding of a 

shepherd’s day-to-day work, 

this image of a strong and 

caring protector continues to 

resonate. Being known by 

name, being protected when 

dangers come, being cared 

for by someone who really 

knows us—these are 

powerful images of human 

needs. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jesus (before his death and 

resurrection) responds to 

questions about his identity 

with the remarkable 

claim that he and the Father 

are one. Those who 

understand this are his 

sheep; they hear his voice, 

follow, and will never be 

snatched from his hand. 
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You are invited to stand. 

Acclamation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Preaching Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17 

A reading from The Revelation to John, the seventh chapter. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 

palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to 

the Lamb!” 

11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12singing,  

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 

Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed 

in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you 

are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him 

day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 

throne will shelter them. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ is the shepherd who 

leads his faithful to springs 

of the water of life. Christ is 

also the lamb who 

vanquishes sin and suffering. 

This passage continues the 

description of the throngs 

around the throne of the 

Lamb. Under the Roman 

emperor Domitian was a 

reign of terror during which 

many Christians were 

martyred, and they are now 

added to the heavenly court. 

Here is also a temple, 

although at the final end 

there will be no temple in 

heaven (Rev. 21:22). White 

robes signify victory. Robes 

are made white by being 

washed in blood, and 

the Lamb is the shepherd. 

Jewish apocalyptic describes 

the blessed dead as having 

transformed bodies, 

for example with eyes, yet 

not experiencing hunger. 

The visionary’s use of the 

future tense (vv. 16-18) 

means to comfort those now 

facing persecution. 
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16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike 

them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne 

will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water 

of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   

 

Hymn of the Day  Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

ELW #382 

You are invited to stand. 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose  again 

in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed was first 

spoken in worship during 

services of Holy 

Communion. Today 

the Church reserves this 

confession of faith for 

festival days and seasons 

such as Easter, Christmas, 

Pentecost, and Ascension. 
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       Prayers of Intercession 

   In this season of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers 

   for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world. 

 

     After each petition is read, name your specific prayers 

     for the petition aloud or in the silence of your hearts. 

 

          Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection 

         changed the world. We pray for the church.  

     Add your prayers for its leaders, mission, and unity. 

         Excite and inspire us to share your abundant life.  

         Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

         Sustaining God, the earth abounds with signs of new life.  

         We pray for creation.  

     Name your prayers for the planet and all living things. 

         Nourish us so we can restore your awe-inspiring Creation. 

         Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

         Sheltering Spirit, you enter into locked rooms and places 

         filled with fear. We pray for the world: its nations and peoples.   

     Name your prayers for countries and conflicts and peoples. 

         Empower us to accompany all in turmoil throughout the world.  

         Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

         Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those 

who          suffer in any way. 

     Name your prayers for healing and wholeness 

         Send us as your healing presence to places of hunger, pain, illness, or  

         overwhelming sorrow. 

         Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

         Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in  

         your grace. We pray for this community of faith. 

     Name your prayers for Adoration and our partners and the 

wider      community. 

        Fill us with a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new paths of  

        discipleship.   

        Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

 

   

     

 

 

Let us pray… 

 
We hold the following 
people in our prayers: 
           Perry Buck 
          Pat Koch 
          Ruth Bauer 
          John & Kathy Imp 
          Lindsay Pelaez (niece     
          of the Schmidt family) 
          Akasha (Great-   
          granddaughter of Joyce  
         Weinert) 
          Mary Binter Robinette  
         (friend of the Regents) 
 
We continue to pray for 
strength and recovery for:  
          Dick Voegeli 
          Jan Rinderle 
          Pat (Cousin of Donna   
          Babilius) 
          Joani Bettin 

   Joyce Weinert 
   Bob Bauer 

 
We keep in our prayers:  

Keith (Sandy 
Eigner’s brother-in-
law) 
Susan (Darlene 
Witkowiak’s brother) 
Jeremy (nephew to 
Tom Nowakowski) 
Karen (Sandy 
Ringwall’s sister) 
Caroline (Jill 
Lindberg’s daughter) 
Scott & Debbie 
(family of Margaret 
Duris) 
Shelby and the Taylor 
Daniels Family 
(friends of Crystal 
Januchowski) 
  

We pray for those grieving 
the death of loved ones: 

Ted and Mardy 
Lazaris, grieving the 
death of friend, Bill 
Sharon Anderson, 
grieving the death of 
her nephew, Mark 
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    Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. We pray  

    for all the faithful witnesses who now rest in you.  

     Name those who have recently died and those grieving. 

    Plant the seeds of resurrection in the soil of our grief-filled    

    hearts.   

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

    We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our 

    hearts, trusting in your abundant and ever-present mercy. Amen. 

 

    Sharing of the Peace 
    The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
     

    Offering  

       Meal 

   God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
You are invited to stand. 

    Offering Prayer 
    Let us pray.  

    Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb  

    to feed together in your peaceable reign,  

    and you welcome us all at your table.  

    Reach out to us through this meal,  

    and show us your wounded and risen body,  

    that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ,  

    our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

    The Great Thanksgiving 
    The Lord be with you. And also with you.   

    Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Proper Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 

away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has 

brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
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and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer.  

In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his cross,  

we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 

Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 

Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present in worship as early 

as the fourth century, words 

of the Sanctus combine 

Isaiah’s vision of God in the 

Old Testament and words of 

the Palm Sunday crowds: 

“Hosanna!”—meaning 

“Save us, we beg!” Today 

God saves us and makes us 

God’s people forever in the 

good news of Jesus’ 

resurrection. 
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Words of Institution 

 

Epiklesis (Come, Holy Spirit) 

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you 

embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of 

the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body 

and blood of Christ.  

Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. 

Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise 

you again: The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory.  

Amen, and amen. Amen, and amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Invitation to Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome at 

Christ’s table, and at 

Adoration! 

 

Jesus himself welcomes all 

to the Lord’s Supper. 
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Lamb of God 

Please wait to come forward for Holy Communion until we have 

completed singing the “Lamb of God.” 

 

Communion 

 

Hymn During Communion  (instrumental only) 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is   ELW #502 

 

You are invited to stand.         

Post-Communion Blessing 

 

Prayer After Communion 

Let us pray.  

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup 

we have tasted the new heaven and earth  

where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,  

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We come forward to share in 

Holy Communion today. 

Please place used cups in 

the baskets on the end of 

the front pews.  

 You may choose to receive a 

wafer and a poured cup of 

wine or juice or a pre-sealed 

packet containing 

both a wafer and juice. 

Gluten-free wafers available 

by indicating your need to 

the server.  All are 

welcome to come forth and 

receive a blessing. 
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               Sending 

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

A Prayer and Blessing for Mothers’ Day 

Let us pray. Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you 

comfort us. Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who 

mourn on Mother’s Day. Bless mothers and mothering people in 

our lives. Accompany those yearning to be mothers. Comfort 

those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 

grieve because they cannot be mothers, those who choose not to 

become parents, and those who have never known a loving 

mother.  

Open us to receive your nurturing love from all who serve 

mothering roles in our lives, especially those we name before you 

now.  

Speak aloud the names of maternal figures in your life. 

God of all creation, pour out your blessing on all mothers and 

those who provide motherly care.  

You have made them in your image and given them children to 

love and care for in your name. Bless them with a heart like your 

heart: loving and kind, comforting and strong, nurturing and 

grace-filled. 

As they participate in your ongoing creativity, give them 

discernment to help their children discover their unique gifts.  

As they teach their children, grant them wisdom to know what is 

truly valuable. As they strive to share your unconditional love, 

give them long-suffering patience and a lively sense of humor. 

As they model your mercy, help them extend the forgiveness 

they themselves freely receive from you. In all circumstances 

fortify their faith, that they may love you above all.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Mothers’ Day is a 

secular celebration, we 

share in a prayer and 

blessing that names, honors, 

and 

cares for the complexities of 

parenthood and family 

relationships. As The Rev. 

Amanda Highben reflects, 

“The commandments tell us 

to honor our parents, and 

the desire to bless mothers is 

good and Christ-like. 

It is an impulse that springs 

from a place of love.” 
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Blessing 
Hear these words of God’s blessing and receive their power: 

God the Father, in wondrous mystery, daily sustains the whole 

earth. God the Son accompanies us through death and promises 

us new life. God the Spirit empowers us to turn our Easter joy 

into service for others. 

God, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

ELW#547 

Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 

Adoration Lutheran Church  

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

3840 West Edgerton Avenue - Greenfield, WI 53221  
Phone: 414.281.0414  www.adorationlc.com 

adorationlutheran@gmail.com 

The Rev. Matthew Schlake-Kruse, Pastor 
Cell: (920) 484-8050  pastormattadoration@gmail.com 

Barbara Regent, Worship Coordinator 
Crystal A. Januchowski, Office Manager 

 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

*If you have a need that falls outside of these days/hours,  

please send an email or call the main number.* 

Adoration is a Reconciling in Christ congregation, open and 

affirming to people of “all sexual orientations, gender identities, 

and gender expressions” or “LGBTQIA+.”  We strive that this can 

be a safe church space, especially for those who have been harmed 

by religion. 

 

 

Today’s Lay Leaders 

 

Lector:  Wendy Haas 

 

Ushers:  Tom & Jeanette 

Nowakowski 

 

Altar Guild: Deanna Posig 

 

 
 

 

Today’s flowers are in 

honor of  Sandy Bettin 

& Ken Wing 
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