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Worship with Holy Communion 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Praising God—Creator of the Cosmos  
Today’s worship service uses Evangelical Lutheran Worship,  

the red hymnal in your pews.  
 

Prelude                      Richard Regent       

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

You are invited to stand.  

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose abundance 

reaches the farthest edges of the universe. Amen  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
  

Creator of the stars of night: 

Send forth your grace to help us heal the wounds of this 

world. Open up the soil of our hearts to your word of life.         

May we be strengthened by this time together and grow into 

who you are creating us to be. 
  

We come to the God of mercy mindful that the world upon which 

we all depend is suffering.  The sacred creation given to us, the 

immense beauty surrounding us, the complex web of life 

supporting us has been broken, not only by others, but by our 

own hand.  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one 

another.  (Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Loving God, you have placed us as stewards within your creation. 

Instead, we have misused your gifts. The beauty and abundance of 

your earth is falling apart under our care.  

Our distorted understanding of dominion has caused us to forget 

that everything is imbued with your radiant presence. By our own 

hand we have spoiled the life-giving resources upon which we all 

depend.  

God of all life, we confess our part in a broken world. 

(continued on next page) 

 
 

Welcome to Worship at 

Adoration! If you’re visiting 

with us or new to our 

congregation, please sign 

the welcome book at the 

entrance to the church. 

Please introduce yourself to 

Pastor Matt. We’d love to 

share more about our faith 

community with you. 

 

A few weeks ago, the world 

was delighted to see the first 

images from the new James 

Webb Space Telescope—

pictures from the vast 

reaches of space and time 

that give us a clearer, and 

more mysterious picture of 

what the universe looks like. 

In light of our readings 

befitting “the stars,” we 

have crafted today’s worship 

to focus on God, creator of 

the Cosmos. 

 

The biblical word Cosmos—

sometimes used to refer to 

the whole earth— also refers 

to the entire universe, every 

dimension of time and space, 

spiritual and material. The 

cosmos is both the glittering 

galaxies that humans have 

begun to explore as well as 

distant domains far beyond 

our imagination. In addition, 

there are unknown domains 

deep within each minute 
molecule we have yet to 

comprehend. All creation is 

one sacred cosmos, a 

spiritual universe filled with 

God’s presence. 
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As surely as the rain comes forth to water the earth,  

God’s mercy comes to us as a gift, abundant and freely given.  

The same God who created the cosmos and raised Jesus from 

death to life brings healing and forgiveness to the world today. 

You are loved, you are forgiven. In Christ, you are made new.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Gathering Song Creating God, Your Fingers Trace ELW #684 

 

Call to Worship  

Lord, you are our God. The cosmos is your creation. 

The galaxies are full of your spirit. 

The beauty and the wonder of your faithfulness is in 

everything we see, and those things beyond our knowing.  

Remind us of the your creative power when we try to count the 

stars. For your glory reaches beyond them. 

The whole cosmos tells the greatness of your name.  

We see your handiwork in the heavens, the moon and the 

stars you set in place. 

Now centuries later, the gift of technology magnifies not only our 

sight, but our awe at your thoughtful forming of the universe. 

What are we, among the galaxies, that you remember us! 

How particular and unique that you care for us.  

Lord you are our God. 

The whole cosmos tells the greatness of your name.  
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Brother Guy Consolmagno, 

astronomer at the Vatican 

observatory, on the spiritual 

meaning of the Webb Space 

Telescope: “Exciting as [the 

images and data] are to the 

astronomers, [they] 

displayed sheer beauty that 

anyone could appreciate. 

They include an image of a 

quintet of orbiting galaxies, 

and a colorful region of gas 

and dust in our own galaxy 

where stars are being born 

— and dying. Such 

reflections of beauty are a 

necessary food for the 

human spirit and a reminder 

that we do not live by bread 

alone. 
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Hymn of Praise    (To the tune of How Can I Keep From Singing ELW #763) 
 

Praise God For Wonders Deep in Space  
 

1. Praise God for wonders, deep in space:   

For mighty constellations, 

Which mark the passage of the year 

As earth makes its rotations 

Around the sun, whose heat and light 

Sustain all life around us; 

But only through protective spheres,  

Which thankfully surround us. 

2. Praise God for beauty all around 

With joy and great thanksgiving: 

So many animals and plants 

With diverse ways of living, 

‘midst verdant valleys, mighty hills 

and in life-giving waters. 

There’s beauty in each of our cells, 

God’s treasured sons and daughters. 

3. Praise God, who full of grace and peace, 

Sent Christ on earth to save us 

From sin and death and darkness, which 

So swiftly overtake us. 

So come and worship Him, our Lord, 

Whose gen’rous gifts uphold us 

On this amazing, glorious globe, 

Which bountif’ly enfolds us. 
 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray. Mysterious God, whose imagination and desire 

embrace all: We seek to discern you in the interplay of forces, in 

the order and the chaos of the universe, and in the complexities of 

every living system. Give us grace to honor your goodness in what 

we know and in what we do not know, in the world’s harmonies 

and turbulence, and in its promise and change.   

(continued on next page) 
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For you are in, through, and beyond all that is: one God, 

made known to us in Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, 

our inspiration and guide. Amen 

Please be seated. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Lesson: Genesis 15:1-6 

A reading from the Book of Genesis.  
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 

“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 

born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to 

him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue 

shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he 

said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the 

Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 33:12-22 (Read responsively) 
12Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! Happy the people 

chosen to be God’s heritage! 
13The Lord looks down from heaven and sees all humankind. 
14God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the 

earth. 
15God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.  
16A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors 

rescued by their great strength. 
17The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great 

strength it cannot save. 
18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O Lord, upon those 

who wait for your steadfast love, 
19to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in 

time of famine.  
20Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord, our helper and our 

shield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God promises childless and 

aging Abram that a child of 

his own will be his heir and 

that his descendants 

will number as many as the 

stars. Abram trusts God’s 

promise, and through this 

faith he is considered 

righteous. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Today’s psalm excerpt is a 

song of praise and invitation 

to trust. Howard Bellinger 

and Walter Brueggemann 

note that Psalm 33 is “a 

powerful antidote to every 

temptation to autonomy and 

self-sufficiency.” As we 

explore the power of God to 

create the vastness of outer 

space, we are reminded of 

our need of God as 

creatures. 
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21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we 

put our trust. 
22Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, even as we place 

our | hope in you. 
 

Second Lesson: Hebrews 11:1-3; 8-16 

A reading from the book of Hebrews. 

       
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By 

faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, 

so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing 

where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had 

been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 

Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was 

too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 

faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one 

as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 

heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, 

but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that 

they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak 

in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they 

had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 

have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better 

country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 

called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Children’s Time  

 

 

You are invited to stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The author of Hebrews 

reflects, “By faith we 

understand that the worlds 

were prepared 

by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible.” 

As technological 

advances have given us 

deeper insight into the 

intricacies of the universe, 

we still rely on the faith and 

God’s faith toward us, each 

generation connected to 

Abraham and Sarah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Young people are called 

forward for an age-specific 

reflection. 
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Gospel Acclamation Joyous Light of Glory ELW #230 
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Gospel Reading: John 1:1-4; 9-10; 18 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 

into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 

was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 
18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made him known.  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Poetic Reflection “Count The Stars” by Michael Coffey 
Abraham’s countless stars hover over our troubled heads 
Sarah’s sky lights enlighten our skittish steps 
our ancestors fill the night sky with testimony 
this is not all there is, there is more to come 
more than the terra and the ocean 
the sky painter who flicks your future on midnight canvas 
is making space for your story and song 
making and guarding promises still unspoken 
opening wormholes to times and places 
unreachable by your linear, downward searching mind 
so let that muscle in your forehead go and feel your brow drop 
and your heart slow and your brain relax and the flow flowing 
and rocket on through fear until faith is your Milky Way 

 

Sermon    

 

Hymn of the Day (To the tune of ELW #876) God of Earth 

and Outer Space 

 
1. God of earth and outer space, God of love and God of grace, 

bless the astronauts who fly as they soar beyond the sky. 

God who flung the stars in space, God who set the sun ablaze, 

fling the spacecraft through the air, let us know your presence there. 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

The appointed gospel for 

today (Luke 12:32-40) is 

omitted. 

 

The prologue to the Gospel 

of John describes Jesus as 

the Word of God made flesh, 

the one who reveals God to 

be “full of grace and truth.” 

This introduction is 

described by bible scholars 

as a “cosmic” nativity 

story—a reminder of the 

Word Christ’s presence not 

just on earth as human, but 

in every aspect of creation 

“in the beginning.” 
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2. God of atmosphere and air, God of life and planets bare, 

use our courage and our skill, as we seek your holy will. 

God of depth and God of height, God of darkness, God of light, 

as we walk in outer space, teach us how to walk in grace. 

 
3. God of vast-exploring minds, God of wisdom, God of time, 

launch us from complacency, to a world in need of thee. 

God of power, God of might, God of rockets firing bright. 

Hearts ignite and spirits thrust, share the love of Christ with us. 

 

4. God of earth and outer space, God who guides the human race, 

guide the lives of seeking youth in their search for heavenly truth. 

God who reigns below, above, God of universal love, 

love that gave Nativity, love that gave us Calvary. 

 

You are invited to stand. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

After each petition is read, name your specific prayers 

for the petition aloud or in the silence of your hearts. 

God of dreams and prophecy: Send your wisdom, knowledge, 

faith, and persistence to all who share your liberating gospel.  

We pray for the church. 

Add your prayers for its leaders, mission, and unity. 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
  

God of fire, God of whirlwind: Reveal yourself through all living 

things. Renew our human participation in the grand liturgy of the 

universe. We pray for the planet. 

Name your prayers for the planet and all living things. 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

We pray for those in need: 
Joani Bettin;  

Dale (friend of Bob & Sandy 

Young) 

Bob, brother of Tom Nowakowski, 

with advanced cancer 

Jerry & Mary Kuhnz, grieving the 

death of Jerry’s brother, Jeff 

Alex, friend of Prs. Delaney and 

Matt  

Pat Koch;  

Mary Anne Markiewicz; 

Betty Wing; 

John & Kathy Imp; 

Jim (brother of Bill Wakefield); 

Marilyn (sister of Kathy 

Wakefield); 

Amy & Family (friends of Kathy 

Wakefield); 

Jackie (niece of Jan Rinderle); 

Paula Januchowski (family of 

Crystal Januchowski); 

Family and Friends of Debbie, who 

died on 7/26 (including Joyce 

Weinert) 

 

We continue to pray for 

strength and recovery for: 
Ruth & Bob Bauer; 

Perry Buck; 

Dick Voegeli 

Pat (Cousin of Donna Babilius); 

Mary Binter Robinette (friend of 

the Regent’s); 

Lindsay Pelaez (niece of the 

Schmidt family); 

Akasha (great-granddaughter of 

Joyce Weinert); 

 

We keep in our prayers: 
Scott and Debbie (family of 

Margaret Duris); 

Keith (Sandy Eigner’s brother-in-

law); 

Susan (Darlene Witkowiak’s 

daughter); 

Jeremy (Tom Nowakowski’s 

nephew); 

Karen (Sandy Ringwall’s sister); 

Caroline (Jill Lindberg’s daughter); 

Shelby and the family of Taylor 

Daniels (friends of Crystal 

Januchowski);  

 
We pray for the following with our 

siblings across the ELCA: 

For communities in eastern Kentucky 
impacted by flooding… 

For communities in the western United 

States experiencing expanding 
wildfires… 

 

For students, teachers, and school 
workers preparing for the start of the 

academic year… 

 

Lord, in your mercy, Receive Our 

Prayer. 
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God of many names: Draw near to your people as life is 

overshadowed by what divides. Where wars have not yet ceased, 

come quickly. Open your path of peace.  

We pray for the nations and the world. 

Name your prayers for countries and conflicts and peoples. 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God of comfort and strength: We look for your Spirit. 

Accompany all in sorrow and in crisis; in uncertainty and in 

despair. Abide with us. We pray for healing.  

Name your prayers for healing and wholeness 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God of Relationships: Infuse this congregation with the fruits of 

your Holy Spirit. Bless our global and local partnerships.  

Open us to the stirrings of your mission.  

We pray for our congregation and its values. 

Name your prayers for Adoration and our the wider community. 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God, Giver of Life: Be near to those who have died. Enfold those 

near death in your loving arms.  

Meet us in our fear and raise them, with all the saints, by your 

mercy.  

We pray for the grieving. 

Name those who have recently died and those grieving. 

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by 

your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

Today we give our tithes and offerings by bringing them forth as we 

come to receive Communion.  

 

Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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You are invited to stand. 

 

Preparation Prayer 

Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a 

plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us 

to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 

of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Proper Preface 

With great joy, our God we praise, for the blessings of our days. 

For the mercy we receive; through the cross of Christ we’re freed. 

Freed to love and serve like Christ; God’s love promises us life. 

Give us strength, our call to hear, we sing with saints, far and near:  

 

Sanctus You Are Holy ELW #525

 

(continued on next page) 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 

 You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe 

with air; you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish 

the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and with 

mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the 

seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your 

own. We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out 

your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 

That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in 

your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Epiklesis (Come, Holy Spirit) 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of 

your new creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his 

death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

(continued on next page) 
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We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through 

your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 

meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Remember us, O Christ, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Lamb of God (ACS #962) 

Please wait to come forward for Holy Communion until we have 

completed singing the “Lamb of God.” 

 

 

ON RECEIVING HOLY 

COMMUNION 

 
You are invited to the Lord’s 

Table by the Lord Jesus 

Christ himself. Therefore, 

Adoration Lutheran Church 

practices “Open 

Communion,” which means 

we do not restrict anyone 

from receiving this grace-

filled gift of God. Jesus loves 

everyone and welcomes 

everyone to his table of 

grace and peace. Gluten-free 

options are available. 

 

We come forward to share in 

Holy Communion today. 

Please place used cups in 

the baskets on the end of 

the front pews.  You may 

choose to receive a wafer 

and a poured cup of wine or 

juice or a pre-sealed 

packet containing both a 

wafer and juice. Gluten-free 

wafers available by 

indicating your need to the 

server.   

 

All are welcome to come 

forth and receive a blessing. 
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Communion 
 

Hymn During Communion  

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory ELW #561 

 

You are invited to stand.         

 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

 

Prayer After Communion 

Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have 

bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 

that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Blessing 

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life 

this day and always. Amen. 

Sending Hymn  (To the Tune of Alleluia, Sing to Jesus #707) 

 

Stars and Planets Sing Your Glory 

1. Stars and planets sing your glory, 

 God of might and God of love; 

time and space proclaim your story, written in the realms above. 

All the beauty of the cosmos,  

summoned by your great command  

gathered shape; while out of nothing,  

matter formed, as you had planned. 

2. Power beyond our wildest dreaming:  

forces weak and forces strong 

melded in the cosmic streaming when the universe was young. 

Out of chaos, spheres and orbits  

found their form through ages long: 

and creation’s still unfolding in a great ongoing song. 

3. Here on earth a mighty wonder  

brought about life’s earliest trace,  

basis for both plants and creatures, and in time, the human race:  

Though we’ve grown in understanding 

sin has torn this earth apart, 

pitched against it we were helpless,  

captive to our wayward hearts. 

5. So the God who shaped the cosmos  

set aside all power and might;  

came, a humble human baby in the darkness, God’s own 

light: 

taught us through his life of loving  

how he would redeem our race, 

by the death and resurrection of the God of time and space. 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Adoration Lutheran Church  

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

3840 West Edgerton Avenue - Greenfield, WI 53221  

Phone: 414.281.0414  www.adorationlc.com 

adorationlutheran@gmail.com 

The Rev. Matthew Schlake-Kruse, Pastor 

Cell: (920) 484-8050  pastormattadoration@gmail.com 

Barbara Regent, Worship Coordinator 

Crystal A. Januchowski, Office Manager 

 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

* If you have a need that falls outside of these days/hours,  

please send an email or call the main number. * 

 

Adoration is a Reconciling in Christ congregation, open and 

affirming to people of “all sexual orientations, gender identities, 

and gender expressions” or “LGBTQIA+.”  We strive that this can 

be a safe church space, especially for those who have been harmed 

by religion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Lay Leaders 

 

Lector: Jen Anderson 
 

Communion Assistant:    

Sandy Ringwall 
 

Ushers:  Judy Goodwin & 
Sharon Anderson  

 

Altar Guild: Deanna Posig 
 

 
 

Special thanks to Richard 
Regent for accompanying all 

our music in worship today! 
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reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies 
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by Trevor Thorn © 2022. 
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“God of Earth and Outer Space,” by Thad 

Roberts, Jr. Words © 1970 The Hymn 
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380 S Main Pl, Carol Stream, IL 60188). 
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Sappington. Text and music © 1999 
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Lectionary notes from Gail Ramshaw, © 
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Douglas Kaine McKelvey (Rabbit Room 

Press, 2017). 

Call to Worship adapted from The Psalter. 

Used with permission. 

Excerpts of today’s Liturgy come from 

Liturgy For Earthkeeping, Luther College, 

compiled by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson. 

Prayer excerpts written by The Rev. Ingrid 

C.A. Rasmussen. Proper Preface written by 

The Rev. Matthew Schlake Kruse. 

Altar flowers are in celebration of               

Bob & Connie Yersin’s anniversary! 
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